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An Advertiſement to the Reader. 


7 E ee ys FO of the enſuing Diſcourſes, ewhoſe Places of Refidenie art atr 


a confiderable Diſtance from New-York, depended upon a Gentleman of the oy 
being di [appointed by his Removal from thence, and. 
hb | ee the following Sheets, a Far 1 * 
ef the 52d | pJYollbaping Commedia of Errata might 
* Place: And os the ingenious Reader <vould make Pee Allowances for 0547 
Sas, eſcaped his baſiy Remarks, and ingenuouſly corre the Errors he ſhall obſerve in 
J the Pages following thereupon, not yet ſeen from the Preſs ; fegnifying g, at the ſame 
Time, that as the maxnginal Notes uppn. the al bil Ordination, are added for Lui 


tration Sake, erg Kbe abe, das bu briefly gauched 1. ho if any Thing in: 
that Diſcourſe, the Charge, or Exhortation to the People, Rat 22 to the Reader, 


| bo 15 | 00 he apprebends to be ale, „ he may be informed, that thers was Something 2 
; in the Gare 1 of tbe Ordination. | 
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IrrIE rage, Line 16, read a ory fi WH 


rible. p. lenk 2, r. atory. p. 12, | 
5 li gae Be N 1. 1. i Allen i ſhort. 1. 26 and 29 

| p. 21, I. 20 r. NTtoral. 2 r. ſtupendays,, 17 26, r. relucent. I. vi BY 
T. of the Love, &c. l. laf, r. — P;:24; 1. I's, . multifarious. 1. 27% F. _ 
ditories. p. 26, I. 28, r. deſpiſeth, four Times. 1. 2, from Bottom, r. Bellows are 


pour. I. 3 from diy r. limited. p. 37, I. 22 of the Margin, r. Precedent. p-. 38, 
I. 2 of the Margin, r. limited. p. 30, I. 23 of the Margin, r. Extravagancies. p. 
# I. 15 of the Margin, r. inherent. p. 45, I. 8, r. Chriſtianity. p. 46, 1. 6 from. 
Bottom, x. barred. p. 48, l. 9 from Bottom, r. conſidered. p. 50, 1. 29, r. Com- 
[Ew mandments. p. 51, J. 4 from Bottom, r. leſt that which is lame, c. p. 52, l. ult. 


r. out of a pure Heart. p. 57, I. 15, r. Brethren. 
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23, Line 20, read running, 
"= I. 28, r. exalt. p. 4, I. 15, r. Hate — Context. p. 7, I. 32, r. ſtupen -- | 
"8 ous, b. 9.1 3. f. of 1 Glory. I. 33, r. — I. 5, from r r. 5 


burnt.. p. 27, Lis 1 indiſpenſable. p. 28, 1. 6, r. Deſtruction. p. 29, 1. 11, r. 
Tallmadge. p. , 7. devoted. L 17, f. Sin- Offerings. P- 35, I. 24, r. endea-- 
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© HR 187 Tea Subj if Outel-Preaching „* 
O D, manifeſted in the Mort 7 Faith ; and Un eig 
under the Goſpel lamented. 7 
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Preach d at Broot- Haven, on Long-Ifland, October, 23, 1754- 


3 THE 


ORDINATION 


2 7 
Mr. DEN AMIS TALLMADGE. 


"TP ea 10 Church at Eaft-Ham ampton, Leite | 
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Together with a Diſcourſe on onna f The Cuanox, and 


| | ExHORTATION to the People. 


* 1 2 Fl ** — 


Publiſhed at the Defire of the Hearers, 
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1 1 8 ii. 2. For I determine not ts know any Thing among ve fe. 


Na Chriſt, and him * 
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Printed and Sold, by J. PARKER, and W, Vikas, « at the 
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- Who hath Zeliededoun Report? And to * 5 Arm Fa 154 be 


If 08 0 115 Wave 2111 
Au NE rite ten obvious fm 
re 225 n whie the Holy e of the 
p, Cow 8 Grace of Gon, with 
„ KReference to the admirable Pl, and economy of our 
We ty  Salyation, that infinite Wiſdom hath/deviſed the Method 
8 e e Ndergpsen, inch Wap uheteln n bs He 
e ffibues area /and/difþlay-themſelverih weir biightgfy* 
üntre even Aich Degrees of Arq mp hoe ag ert bes- 
backe # this, in Coßzuncnon with the hightund'endleſs Hap * 
pineſs of Man. Which Glory and Felicity, is bfought about by: Mirtue o * 
4 4 Covenant; the Plan of which Was drawn in! the Council of de Teiniey, 
and enter'd into from all Eternity: For, althe the Prbmulgation oi the Co | 
venant of Redemption was not, lb after God enterſd te Lein, 
Works wirn Adam, as 9 Head and Reprofentativecofinalf! M iind a - 4 
by Him 28 cn 51 cd er it Was really prior theretog' aid Speing run 
DI ek Ground from all 1 Biere „until it broke out in that ample, that 
ſurprizing Prqmiſe of à Savion ace in Pardds after the Fall, 8 
tar Uh: 7 ed of whe bn, ſhould” 37 1%. : the Heu of the Serpent 
is th Revelation öf this Coil, which leide Je b. Jay hid: Wc 
Pe 1 55 8 eternal Counſel: or A Declaration of a Waylof Salvation for 
Si nners by DMS ut hie G84 in infin Wikdoailhwrand Grace, * 
bach 1109 et EVäng eelicat Faith, is that Gitce or Duby; whereby 
wa ive 8 9050 that Gomes which he deſigned: to manifeſt.ahd exhalt in 
bin. Upon the Flight of a penitent Sinner unto the Merey 
17 ee Wo „en "and by tlie Heart“! Approbation of, Conſent 
quiet 6 Way of Life" = Tap of Sinn 
| be Got, and our et nal 8 e 
nd Ky 1 55 ix 
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] aſp TIE: 
the Preaching of it, is ordinarily required unto > believing. How ſhall they 
| believe in him of whom they have not heard? And how ſhall they hear without a 
Preacher? And how ſhall they preach, except they be ſent ® The Word Preach, 


„ ne Ne e of 2 1 Cs oladke fe ede ehends 25 


el by 12 el, 
kind what he is; to make him — ; to give a Publication to .A. by 
te glorious Deſign he came into the World upon; which was, that Men 
might believe in him and be ſav 1 We have the higheſt Aſſurance, that 
FE .Chri/t, our great Law. zin has appointed a ſtanding Goſpel Mini- 
in his Church, to Lofftihue tö the C Conſummation of all Things. The 
various Furniture, "and requiſite Qualifications for the Office. and ork. of Þ 
the Evangelical 3 he hath ſtated in his Goſpel, wherein he requires 
thatiPerſons/ondowd hercwith, N to. officiate Ae de le Mar ed UE 
thereto; by the Impofition of the Hand ofthe Preſbytery, and Prayer. | 
And upon Inveftiture, that is received in Ordination, performed according 
to Scrĩpture Frecept and Precedent, they may regularly. exerciſe that Power, 
which! is given by Ohriſt's Commiſſion, and comes alone from Vim, the 
3 Chuneh ,; and equally.belang VBoſpel! niſters. Bei: ſe⸗ 
parated to the Hervice ef Cod, inbthe N iniſtry,of the. ſpel, which is a 
Station high and ſacted,|\ bonaurable,'and 'roly veaeradle A RAE © 2 8 
*. ourſelves. with the greateſt Fidelity," in making known th ad Tid 
Salvation; whereby our Seurd going ont into all the Earth, the peri 
Sons of Men may = brought 10 ſaving Faith, in the Almighty elena 
to the Glory of Gad, Father, Son, and Holy Ghote. 
Id 1 Ut this View of Things, when our Negotiations are in great Meaſure, 
| - infucceſsfu};; it ſeems both ant and genęrous, to adopt, as our own, by 
deplorable Out- cry of the Prophet 1/aiah, Il bo hath , believed our _Repart g. 
and to ĩobom is . Arm af the Lord _ ? In theſe Words, the evange- 
lical Prophet [/aiah expreſſes his Regret and Lamentation, that ſo few truly 
believed and cordialy embraced hy Report, which he and others made 
cancerning FeftrsChriff i I ſay, a Report concerning Feſus Chr Wa For, 'tis 
evident that af hini the Conteſt; pes er, in that divers Paſſages thereqf a 
quoted, with Application fo Chriſi in the New- Teſtament. The Wo 0 
_ may br read, (Who hath believed our Doctrine, that is, concernin the 
EE or, who ſhath believed our Hearing, that which we have card 10 
_ thcildd; and haue t propoſe to be heard by others. And this is a Re- 
port cuncerning the Lord: Jeſus! Chriſt, and, as. dine not. pecul 7 the 
Prophet iat ab vide ell ale Prophets, reported of him, 8 d.tl 7 
_ nedutbisReparithetWortg:gveroand faithful Aue yo! 212 ' 
in Alb Ages} niade this Ræphrt 47 its aur Repert. he 1 0 Jamente: 
"Infidelity, not idly of thEILLeimefin which be:lived; but all of After-Tjime 
Wl - He fteſaw how il vas like: to be in diſtant Ages.--Qur Saviour ak 0 
prophetick Scripture to the: ynbalieving; Jews, in his ;Lime and it. is ; applied 
Iikeiwiſe to the little Succeſs which the Apoſtle” O eaching met with 


2 Mong owe and Gentiles, and there is Rull lad Occaſion to have it enn, 
or 
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rene t ini n; „ ein 708 
* Rom. x. 18. 
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believe our, Report, do not diſcern, nor acknowledge a divine Power with , 
the Word; for, to whom.:s the Armof the Lord reuealid 2 By the Ain of the 
Lord, ſome underſtand the Doctrine "of the Goſpel, which i is ex 
4 thr Power of Got Some ſupple, 1 we is intends ah 


N 8 1 emen 5 1 
* — * . 5 n 7 
1 De. : * D 
r ” . "> * 


of our Te 198) de, a wa of little Query, of ho e — 


4 2 n 25 
3 —_ 


(5) 
Tory Alm Adden ek: 0 bod. the. e dl May tha we: & a 


refsly call'd 


. EL " Who 18 * 
call d the Arm ox Power of. 7 ords, arg to de underftoed flgs 
joe 95 e the te of Ged 1 | f. in nd by 
Production of, mer, an Taj 7 Foes of the Ke i n 


1 Neale of a Pune, Ta 1. to cor operate Sith 6 58 rder 4 
make it effectual to F aith a 5 that Heat, ; Tia vident , 1 157 * gay | 
3 je Pr 


believe, in that the Pawer of God is rev ut few. While 
phet thus Nee the Na of a d ow jg 0 Bu make the Word uu 


i fectual, he doth. not intend to excule the Tnfi Wee 5 Sinnets; WBO 
2 deaf Ear to he Re which the Goſpel makes of Chriſt, who og 
; againſt ! he, Ligh who forfeit . the Grace of God, 400 ate Un 


nbelievers of 

Choice and — — ce, Theſe Things are to be greatly lamented, to "i 
wh re no t the TE bring very a e's F Are t 
not 1 0 of all. Van? 928 9 ee n 5 IVE are, fent. ba 


bear. : 
75550 That” it Lord; a aſt Foundation for our Reg ret | Ink (Lain 


5 he that fo. few trply | believe our Report of 72 10 C Ch After which 1 


_ Foarthly, Conelude with a A lication by Way: of A WH. 
Figl, then, I am to rh App 120 5 $ the 1 all we 45 b | 


repors ang we conſider the divine Orig inal, gracious. and holy Ends, hi ich 
ir Th ſacred Excellence of the. Office and Work of the Goſpel 
iniſtry; Fi delity. therein Ahe ats Sho nite Concertiment,.: - And in "ht | 
Freaching is pne great and noble Fart o f the Office, it requires à correſpo 

dent, ard. Amidſt all, the. Labo urg 155 Glories, of our eminent Station 
in the Church of Chriſt, it-certainly , 8 ab, greatly concerns us, to 
haye the Subject Matter of our Preaching, ſuch as our Lord hath enjoin'd 
upon us. Unleſs the 1 reigning Theme of our Sermons tallieth wick 1 
Inſtructions, and algen de. with the Directions of our Comm | 
cannot faithfully diſcharge. our. facr ed Truſt. What the gran: 


Su $$ gal we huge td ptegch; 25 Miner ofthis 


Sine VOTER C2 eine eds 1 
| r ae Rect: kat the uftite FikeIGhcics c Gd bo beten 
FL 85 Srl that he is by Nee GOD, effential and eternal God!: 

F infir ite Excellence aq Digi, "of abſolute nowledge, Wit⸗ 
e, PL Goodneſs.” We have oy divine 


ä NL 
Od 055 N him tor, thus ne made Report of i 


m, 
bi e 
; 1 8 the Father. The ſacfed Sctiptüres afcrib 
F 6 i ole Irv ined wo and Keane. Which Are coperto God atone; 
they a ſerlbe to him d ivine Works and religious Worſhi ip, in ſuch a Senſe, 4 
the Godhead is intended, and o as to argu e him a divine Per- 
; High a the Fahey of the Go. H beh., All the Petfections 
5 belong eus 92 TB Je preach ; ; — og # 
ie to be i e. diet they betieve eve the Divinity of , 
bow can, he be real e 1555 can they be Trey ? The Divines 
78 5 5 2 e e ſont of the Chriftian Religion: "The Deity 
Saviour, is a Doctrine his Miniſters are afticularlycharged to give 
A b L -  Axcortingly, y we 15 ee Mees, and are not aft aid to 
ES 11 e Kur ngtegatio Ms. "BEHOL GOD. Ti a Doctrine, 

a peculi iar Beauty nd Glory 0 che Epibaſſy we bring to 
wh people ple ;--- Hotv beauts, A ben T Mpunſvin e our Fer, "white We pub 
liſh the ond Tidings of Salvation,” an tay unto Zion, 1 th God vreigneth ! 

chovah is King over all the E arth, even leſus Chriſt, who 7 7s. over all, 'GOD, 

Bleſſed for ever. 

Further, We declare Jef Cbriſt to be. Mediator 1 only Medhitor, 
between God and Man; ; 250 that he takes. $f? Fit Nature of both Par- 
ties, between whom he 4s Mediator. e re hel our Lord Ekrift; as the 
F Theantbrapes,, or God- Man Mediator, ih Whom the divine zad hitthan 

atures are ſo marvelloully and intimately AIP as to conflitute dn complex: 
Perſon. We make n that to this great, high and glorious Office,, 
the: Son of God, the Effulgence of u eh the expreſs be hisSubſtance, , 
was deſign'd and r imd from Dierk key; anck that he Actha My Undettook 
the Execution of it immediately after the "all Si Man. In.. all preceding 

0 his Incarnatjon, he continuafly ted. as dur Mediator; and 

when the Fulneſs of Time came, the Seil Mord, the fame which in the 

Beginning was with God, and was God, now bop d to aſſume the Nature 
* lan, into molt intimate and i- neffa le Union beide 1 Perſon. 

Aiſterious and maryellous Event f. Ty Natutes ifi hes ſſtant in theth- 

ſelyes, are molt near united in the P Er{6h ef Ch 1 75 ent Controvtrſy vp, i 
' gredt is the Myſtery of elingſs,, God mantfaft 8 / The rd of Glory 

took our, Nature. upon him, with a View to accortiÞp]r "he Ende f His rie- 
= . Undeftaking. Te Us. Chrift had thoſe For to do, 48 Mediator, 
W which none but one that is is God. couſd do; and he bad thoſe Things to ſtiffer, 
5 as Mediator, which gone but a Man N 7 N ungdergo': It was thereforè ne- 
76 Sa at he ſhould be both God 4d Man, in örder b. Hid being a 
© fuitable Mediator between them. It 49 55 8 det che Mediator Thonkd 
* God]; for how could human 1 at e keep eee ander the 
"- inanite. 
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a divine Perſon;'and muſt needs be fo, to give Worth and Nac his 
| Suffetiops; Obedience, and Interceſſion. The Sufferings of a finite Cre; 


7 Juftice : Had not 006 Chriſt been very and perfect God, his Qbefienge 
had not been legally meritorious. Where had been the Merit of his Obe 
dience, and the Value of his Sufferings? If he: was not 2 diving Perſon, 
7 how. could he ſubdue dur Enemies; apply Redemption, and bring us tocon- 


i to obey the Precept of the Law, and to undergo the Curſe of the Lay; this 


ons taken into the Covenant of Redemption; and : Feſus Cbniſt, by voluntauy 

is OConſent to the Ferms of the Covenant obliged himſelf te obey the Precegts 
pf the Law, and to be ſubje to the.Curſg thereof: Accordingly; as Surety 
of the Covenantz---he obeyed what the Law. injeined and ſuffer d whax it 
+ "threatened, as a Puniſhment due to us ſor 8in. erfectly obeyedi the 
Will of God; he fulfilled the moral Law; he obſerved the cerimonial 
Law; he fulfilled all Righreouſneſt. He ſuffered the utmoſt Puniſhment, 
which Juſtiee required, and» God/.propoſed, for the Expiation of Sin: He 
to bdecame obedient even unto Death. His Sufferings were endured by him in 

„a4 Way of Obedience: And'his Obedience was nat only ſupets equivalent to 
all that Man was to do by the Law, but equal to all the Renard. promiſed iin 
the Covenant of Redemption. In a Word, veſus Chrift, as a Perſon infinite in 
Excellence and Dignity, fulfilled the Conditions of the Covenant; - made 


He underwent and performed all that, which was required of him in the C- 
venant of Redemption, wherein it was ad} uſted-and;agr eed, hat ſhqu}d be 
ſatisfactory and meriterious, and ſb reffectual to ſave Sinners; and heteby 
mer ited, not only forfeired, but even, greater than forfeited, Bleſſings for 
bis People. The Law is magnified and made honourable; the divine Per- 
fections all harmonize, and ſhine out with admirable Glory, with a Meti- 
dian Splendor, throughout all the Progreſs of the ſtupendious Work af Manis 
Redumplo s.. 3 0 N e ont iti oel 


a prophetical, prieſtly, and kingly Office; Which Offices do wonder- 
fully anſwer the ſpiritual Neceffities of Sinners; and admirably qualify him 
for the compleating the Work of Salvation. We declare thatihe:is an all- 
7} wiſe, powerful, incomparable Prophet; and that he hach executed his Pro- 
phetical Office in alb Ages of the Church: That he hath revealed the-Will 
of God outwardly by his Word, even all that is neceſſary to be known, in 
E order to:our Salvation. And we report, that in the Execution of his prophe- 
;3r, tical Office, he inlightens the Minds of Sinners, {© as to be effectual to their 
r, Conviction and Converſion; that he irradiates their dark Minds, alirnated from 
e- the Lifeof God, through the Ignonance that is in them, and gives them toſſee a 
* Beauty and Glory inthe Goſpel. We report, that he illuminateth the Souls 
1d of Believers, ſo as to promote their Sanctification and Conſolatien, By the 


e Light he communicates to them, they are enabled to behold, in a fuperna- _ 


te } tural Way and Manner, the moral Beauty and infinite Excellence of divine 
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infinite Wrath of God, and the Power of Death ? Surely our Mediatotiis | 


* 0 | 
Me, 


z as ſuch, cannot pay an infinite Price, and thereby anſwer; the Demauds of 


7 fommate and eternal Salvation ? It was neceſſary he ſhould be Mans in order 
be could not do unlefs he had been Man. The Effentials-of the Law were 


4 a'Purchaſe of compleat Redemption, and eternal Happineſs for his People. 
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RY + «Tri Tru ths 3 and to obtain an experimental Taſte of their incomparable and 
=: | "*Fapttirous Sweetneſs“ We report, that Feſus: is the great and immortal 
High- Prieſt of our Salvation ; that he is à Prieſt ſettled in his Office, by the 
ifacred Oath of God ; that in his Perſon he was a Prieſt, and the Sacrifice 


- 


that he offered was himſelf. We ſpeak of his Obedience and Sufferings, aa 


being in our Room and Stead, that the Debt of his People was exacted of 
him, and he paid it to the utmoſt Farthing: The Father ſnpareds him not,; 


preelaim, that God would neither pardon: Sin, nor accept of the Sinner, 
without a Satisfaction; without ſhedding , Blood there, was no Remiſſion 4 
Sin. We declare, that Jeſus Chriſt offered a Sacrifice to the Father, infi- 


inis Heaven, note to appear in the Preſence of God for us, where he ever liveth, 
we make Interceſſion for his People: A Prieſt upon a Throne] the Lamb 
*that had been flain! We report concerning Jeſas Chriſi, that he is a King 
and Lawgiver. We repreſent him fitting on a Throne, as well as dying on 
the Croſs: He preach not our ſelues, but Cbriſt Feſus the Lord. We aſſert his 
Authority over the whole Creation, and eſpecially over the Churches. He 


is indeed, by Nature, King, as he is by Nature, God; and as he is Mediator 


too. He is King and Lord of the Univerſe : All Power is given to him in 
Heaven am Harth. He long governed the Fews, by a Theocratical Kind 
of Government; and is King of the Church of God in all Ages; and reigns 
over all Nations, and all Creatures for his Church: All Angels, Men and 
hy Devils are under his ſupreme and univerſal Dominion. We declare, that 
yo Chriſt hath a ſpiritual Kingdom, in the Souls and Conſciences of his 
People. We report of him, as a King of incomparable royal Endowments, 
of Power, Riches, Knowledge, Wiſdom, Juſtice, Meekneſs, Clemency 
and Mercy. We aſſert, that he is able to execute the whole Deſign of 
Man's Redemption; and that he will bring all his Redeemed to eternal 
Glory, and put them in Poſſeſſion of the everlaſting Happineſs of Heaven. 
He muſt reign till he hath put all Enemies under his Feet ; and in a Sort 


tho' his Kingdom ſhall ceaſe, as to the preſent Manner of Adminiſtration; 
yer as to all the Effentials of it, it is an everlaſting. Kingdom, and of his 
Dominion there Mall be no EnlP...d padoent v 
Me report of our Lord Chriſt, that he was elected, called, and commiſ- 
ſioned to, furniſh'd: and accompliſn'd for, his Office; aſſiſted, accepted, 
and rewarded therein by the Father; and that he undertook and carried on 
his mediatorial Work volunta 
phetica}, prieſtly, and kingly' Office, both in his- State of Humiliation jand 
Exaltation. And theſe. Things, which are now only. glanc/d.-at, we expa- 
tiate and enlarge upon, when we contemplate and diſcourſe upon his Incar- 
mation, Humiliation, and conſequent Exaltation. Theſe are Themes we 
much inſiſt upon, in the Courſe of our Miniſtry. We proclaim the immenſe 
Condeſcention of Jeſus Chriſi, 9 the human Nature into Union with 
his divine Perſon. That che human Nature ſhould be united to the ſecond 
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ene and meritorious. We repreſent him, as having enter ud 


after that; for he is an immortal and eternal King, He is Ning for euer. For, 


=_ And we aſſert the Exerciſe of his pro- 


dhe was toaundeld for our Trunſgreſſions; ha was. bruiſed for our Iniguitica-. We 
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perſon in the Godhead, truly ew Thing under the Sund ken- 
out a Precedent i ufſiverſiſ e eee eee 
* of the ſupeti angeliek Glory, and vail'd it under the loud of wr rc 
that he conſented to be made under, and to fulfill: the Law, in it's whol 
Demand. both penal and moral. Numerous were the Miſeries, Sorrow, 
and Suffering of bur Redeemerp dn his- State ef * Humiliation ; heavy the“ 
| 7 Puniſhment our Lord underwent; when he bure ourliiiquitien: Henceithele) = 
Fears, and Tears, and Prayers, and Cfies7 *Henicd tis: We report 
of the aſtoniſhing Scches of Humikativre tie pb d theo from this Birth to/fiis 
> Burial ; yea, even to his ſhaking off the Garments of Mortality. i Unparal- 
2 led Humiliation, proclaiming ſuper- eminent, matchleſ, and immenſe” 
Love ! How weighty wete the Cauſes of! this amazing Event | how ge- 
rious the Edds inte — ann the bleſſed Effect rev 
| falting kom e 7: We report of the-gtotivus Jeſus, as wiring fret Dent 
4 ariſing ami Miracles and Wonders in-Nature, 'atid: [the Minifiraiidas i 
holy Angels; conquering the King of Terrore, eriumphing over Suran and 
all the Enemies of his Croſs, and exhibiting full Evidence of the Validity 
., of this Sacrifice and ample Aſſuranee of the glorious Reſutrection of: Belie - 
A vers at the laſt Day. 210 227 aur v Ati bus Det) to tau iod 
That after a ſhort, pleaſurable and inſtructive Ihterview wah Ri Dif- 
2 ciples, he commanded and confer'di a ſolemn Bleffing upon them; and 
immediately aſcended in a OCT 
and enter'd into the Holy Place" not made” with\ Hands,” t appear th the Pre- 
© ſence of God, for his'People. He went to Heaven to prepare it, and td 
take Poſſeſſion of it for his People, to intercede continually with God ſor 
them, to pour down the Holy Spirit in plentiful Meaſures upon chem, and 
; un tr for their Good; By che ſiguratioe on 'of his 
Seſlioh at ih Right Hand of Gu, e repreſent hinz uin A State of high He. 
nour and Glory Power and Authority, Reſt and Joy z and as inthe PO 
ſeſſion of the glorious Purchaſes of his Croſs, and mindful of his People; 
in che Height of all his Glory; diſpenſing ſpiritual Bleſſings with à liberal 
Hand; ordering all Things well for them, and n 
to 4 Throne of immotral- Purity and Glory. nn 7˙· 
We report of Jeſus Chriß, in his unſearehable Riches df: Righteouſneſsy: 
SGtace arid Glory, and of his infinite Ability to ſave, that ke is ſufficient (o 
anſwer all the Danger our Souls are in, and the Neceffiries they are under: 
Me bring good News to a deſolate World, which lies in Wickedneſs; for 
we tell Sinners of Mankind, that in Jeſus Chriſt, they may find Merit for 
their Guile, Fulneſs fbr their Wants, infinite Mercy ah#:Gvodneſsifor their 
Miteries: That he wants for ne Grace de make them willing Pucple, ner 
for Righteoulneſs to make them a pardowd People: I, Word] Ahet the 
Mighty Jois wants nothing to mike lim a: ſuffleient Mediator; for he is 
able to ſave unto the utermoſt, all that "tom? unto Goll by him. And we not 
| only aſſure all Men, that a Chriſi is an All- ſuffeient Saviour, and that 
there is Merit and Grare enough in him. for thewnoLe Won but we 
alſo tell them, that we are commandednd pr Gopal. uo every\Creatures 
beliere in 7 Cbriſt, and that he who 
Noe of al N ff | 1 


and that they are commanded to 
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baheves ſha[llhbe fared bad Shanhe owl reje&4þ b home uta liest 
ee — — de de that 


e nyites them. to —— 1 ang $0, pci 

overty, and Miſeties, andithe ui and wontt ite Hlaart; t come, 
and; buy all-the; neceſſary Beneſus of his T urchaſas fee and with 
n Nri se. * ICthay.comder r Mal toward. Man, 


(Smidt ing videtices chateofs q Me, ball em, ho wasch,“ | 
| 2 ur e F. n tee ts bas zs bas 2 9 
proelaiedsr 77 diente Fountain of Blafledaefiscabe 
tiopand'chich Good bf that the! ;everlatiing; Happineſs of: his _m 


doth. emihemaly caniift in the 
thor,oktheir Nieſſedneſa, but 
Heaventeſultsfonm & transſeumingol ion, of the Glos oh our. lord; Felus.: 
In! r e falt vine Reviections, and, Graca in tlie 
Iyghed: eren o Emineney 2 Bleſſed ii are: thep,/whe:: wilh ẽEibit Face im 
ex bal Lala led tif his Lieuſt s ben ihey ell fer 
HO 1643 *o oonobl nd tet gnbidides bas „ele tid to ro. e hilt f 
preteen thug, chef would. now obterves:: thphgn declaring the” 
unſel of God, and giving every Truth its due Weigm. we ys 


t of higj;-thas he is noh gg che Au- 


fe FH e Lard owe fenade Men 10 begome. recpneiled> 
ol — — 0 hriſtlaſs Sivners, ie Co. 
rks.;s We, det befere: them the: Spirrtuality of the Law in it's 
Thtexenin Wer them of! that Law-which —— rad could 
nagar; Jril the: third Day, and which; wes given with ſuch, Fhunder and: 
Liichtping frantthe thick Olduds and with ſuch bur ile Voice of the Trum: 
pet; that inesg fed the Camp-of [vel to temblef-the Darth to duake, and: 
even Auf aothæbdan of:Gods execeding!y rg fear: «We, obſetwe te them, 
that he wiſe Legiflator-bathanvexed, a; Threatening: to his Law, and: that! 


by Viruie chereofſias Tranſgreſſors, they axe gondemtf d to condign Puniſh- 
ment z doomid dent ta the-difmal Vault; of, Hell) As the Harbingers of 
Gad welorind obig lis; terrdble Curies agni n chem Ho Halb Midunt. 


Now we thus addreſs them other ot of Ferrers; thiit' we: 
— the gentler ſpers ofthe Goſpel; or iin 


thei Law Mas gi ven wien evarigelical and merciful Purpoſes. We preſent. to 
their: View. hte Rurityꝛand Perfection of the divine Law, chat thereby they 
may reetive pDο i õο,umim˖tctwbn t their Guilt, Inability and Mir; that: 
they mak Itha tutti us N Ah. is n K emiſſiau i e 
that byr — — tio aititrin J ius Ci S. + 
#i We ptoclaimibefotertin>Ragecoh:the Werld chat. the: Scripture\Doririne 
of-8alvationg. by free andifotereign Grace, is a Doctrine according to God- 
lines. e enrnd, Belieders ofitheix reſpective Duties, as well as great and 

neges: Wa tellthem, hat -M Hege Faith: tue dn not make; uod, 
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the Mattes ef it: T e Hagtinee of! 


i dcems eſperiaſl, an Rule of Life and Holy Obedionce : Thavatthot they 


We often. inſiſt. on thoſe Subj 
7 which go by the Name of E 
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Power and Curſe of it, being freely pardon 
of Jeſus Chrift 3 yet tis requir'd them 


3 r- GS 1 | 
7 and juſtified: by the Righteouſneſs 4 
1 — to the Law as theRule, by which they ſhould regulate their Hearts 
and Lives. We urge upon them chearful, univerſal, and conſtant Obedience | 
to the moral Law, and all the Precepts of the Goſpel. But dbem, we in- 
force our Exhortations, by Motives taken from the A and Love of 
God and Chriſt.” We tel} them their Obedience muſt be the Iſſue of Faith, 
in Chriſt, and the Product of Love to God; and that in all their Obe- 
dience, they muſt have an Eye to Chriit's Authority, commanding ; to his 
Spirit of Grace, aſſiſting; and / to the Merit of his Blood for commending. 
p „ which are inward and ſpiritual, and 
xperimental Religion; but then we confider them 


with a ſpecial Relation to Chriſt, and in the intereſting Light of Conformity 
4 to his Goſpel. 1»! 09 11.3095 Ns bar C OE 9947 3-9 
1 We repreſent Faith and Love, and all evangelical Graces, - as deriv'Þ 
from Chrift ;- and as diſpoſing the happy Subjects of em to all the viſible 
Eruits of Holineſs. We tell! our Hearers, tis Preſumption and'damning 
2 Deluſiong to pretend to a ſaving Intereſt in Chriſt, without a-correſpendent 
# Conformity to the Pecepts of his Goſpel. We oſten inculcate moral and 
ſocial Duties ; and e refuſe not the Uſe of Arguments, drawn the: 
Nature and Reaſon of | Things, to inſonoe our Exkortationo. We ceprb 
ſent Virtue. ind its lovely Charms, and bleſſed Conſequences; and. Vice in 
its horrid Hue and deſtructive Tendencies: We urge to the Practice of me 
ſormer, and dehort from the Purſuit of the latter, by all poſſible Motives; 
but then, we everre member to do theſe Things in an evangeleal Manner.” 
To preach moral Duties, with 4 proper Reference to the Auxhoriey, Dove 
| 26d Grace of. Chriſi, is tu preach Chriſt 3 but, to have no Regafd &/ Chriſt” 
herein, is to; make void the great Deſign of the Goſpel. Tis to forget that 
we are Minifterg of the Goſpel, and that the Mediation of Chriſt, and the 
! powerful Influenoes of the holy Spirit, are the peculiar Glories of the Chri- 
tian eee Itahem of cSinv5n n Dos %. nit 510 1250 ent 
| 1Eulcare ſublime and amiable Apprehenſions of Gedi. We obſerves 
to ou Hoarers thad we art incapable: of direct imuitiue Apprehenſſons og 
tbe Divine Eſſence; ot its Properties. We are at once loſt wheh 5 


f we ittempt 
ts exerciſe ourſelvesg ion thatwhich is abſolutely Immenſe, Eternal; Infi- 
nite. We form ſome Conceptions of God, from his Diſplays: of 'hinvefF 
} ip the: Creation and Goverment of the World. His vn immediate) Wilks 
haue ſtring Characters of his Divine Excellencies upon them: But theſe iP 
very obſcure, without the Help uf divine Revelation, by which al n 
ceptions of him muſt bei regulated: The holy gcriptures rev sul the Br] 
Cod, and his Subſiſtence in the Trinity of Perſons: And we/obſerve to obrt 
Hlearers, that in the Perſon and Mediation of Chriſty there is made unt. | q1 
} bleſſed Repreſentation of the gloriwus Properties vf che Du,; '"fo* 
chat we have Knowledge of theGlory.of Bed, ine Ride B,; Nn 
is the Brightneſs af bis Glory, and the expriſt Image FU, #5111910 37 
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ferr d b 
brate the Praiſes of the Lamb, as ane infinitely worthy, 16 receive Bleſſing; 
and Honour, and Glory, for ever and ever. . I might. proceed largely on this« 


b * 
* - * 
wy * 4 
; 


When we treat upon divine Providence; under a Variety of Conſiderations; 1 


we ſpeak of our Lord Chriſt, as having all Power in Heaven and Hurrb, and % 


the Government up 


on bis Shoulders, * When the Motion of the Wheels of fis 
Providence appears, with the Marks and Signatures of Infinity and Incom- t! 


prebenſibility upon it, we then obſerve our Lord hath referr'd to an Here- 
aſter, for the Knowledge of the amirable Harmony, Uniformity, and Glory 


We often repeat in our Aſſemblies the Chriſtian Watch-Word, 'BenbuLs ? 


_ Tre Lord comeTH ! We preſent to View the Terrors and Glories of the A J 
laſt Judgment, and declare eſs Chrift, Lord and Judge of all. We per- P 


ſuade Sinners to believe our Report of him now, as ever they would be pre- 
pared for that Time, that End of Time, when he will be revealed in flaming 
Hire, | taking Weugeance on them that know not Gol, and that obey not the Goſpel. ' 

v We often remind true Believers! of their being habitually prepared for 


every Event of Divine Providence, and exhort them to ſee to it, | thatthey * 


be actually. We call upon them ſtill to repair to 1 — Chrift, by an appli- 
cative Faith, for · all neceſſary Supplies of Grace and Comfort. We tell them 
of their ample Treaſures, glorious Immunities, and royal Prerogatives; We 
open to their View (if poſſible) allthe Bleſſinge contained in the many great 


and precious Promiſes of the 8 which have Relation to 
the Kingdom of Providence, the Kingdom of the Goſpel, the Kingdom of 


ace, and the Kingdom of eternal Glory. We tell that the Promiſes are 


to be applied, as being in Chriſt, yea, and in him, Amen, to the Glory of God, 


and that all the Bleſſings included in them, are the Fruits of his Merit, con- 
his Bounty, and ſealed with his Blood. We exhort them to cele- 


* 


wiſe, and obſerve that we preach much concerning Regeneration, Sanctiſi- 
cation, Juſtification, Adoption, and the Benefits which accompany and re- 
ſult from them; and that we conſider them all with proper Relation to 
Chriſt. But theſe and many more Points, are in Part, comprized in what 
has been before hinted at; and tis needleſs to multiply Words, While onlx 
propoſe te exhibit to View, by Way of Specimen, in ſome ſelect Inſtances, 
how we endeavour to have a conſtant Reference: to our Lord Chriſt in 
Preaching ; That he is the Sum and Subſtance of our Report. 
. "The Reaſons and Motives are numerous; a few of them only may now 


 \ 'G » 


be. touch d upon. 5 . | S E * 2 | 70 5 | 
»:Foſus Ghrift is and aught to be, the Sum and Subſtance of our Report; 
fax he; is the Sum and: Center of Divine Revelation. The Chriſtian Religion 

i. Report bf him, who, tuas declar'd to be tbe Son of God with Power. The 
Scope of all the Prophecies and typical Prefigurations: was, to ſhadow and 

pointout Chiiſt, and direct to bim for Salvation. We find. much faid in 
the, Old Teſtament, about the Perſon and Offices of Chriſt, and the Grace 
and Salvation which was to come by him. The New-Teſtament reveals 
3 re fully. The whole. Scripture-is a Teſtimony, of Chriſt, and of 
the ab ute Neceſſity of Faith in bim, in Order to Salvation. In * 3 
AD | | * bid 1. 
Jai. ix. 9. | | | 
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| Zion, and Salvation of his People. The whole Superſtructure f Is hi 
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ne Goſpel, as given by him, and receiving Inforcements from him, There 
qs no Duty but what we are obliged to perform, in Faith through Chriſt, 4 
In the Motives of the Love of God in him, by Grace derived from him, 
and with Reliance on his Mediation. All the Glory, Life and Power, of -  ",l 
he Chriſtian Religion, as ſuch, and as ſealed in the Heart of Man; all the. 
Benefits and Privileges we receive by Virtue of it, have a Reference and Re- 
lation to Feſus Chri/?. . Inconceivable Bleſſings are purchaſed by him, trea- 
Aur'd up in, and conferr'd thro' him. Without an Intereſt in him by Faith, 
there can be no juſtifying Righteouſneſs, no real Holineſs, no eternal Hap- 
pineſs for us: Therefore Chriſt is the Sum of all we are to report and 
preach. Fn Ek L 
Furtber, By Virtue of our Office and Commiſſion, we are under Obliga- 
tion, in Point of Fidelity, to make Chriſt the Sum and Scope of our Preach- 
ing. We ſtand in a ſpecial Relation to our enthroned Saviour, Chri/t Feſus, 
the Lord: We are in a peculiar and ſolemn Manner, ſeparated and dedica- 
cd to his Service: Our Commiſſion to preach we receive from his Autho- 
fity : Our Inſtructions and Directions from his Goſpel. And, according to 
them, we have nothing to preach: but Chriſt, or the Goſpel, which are 
Terms of the ſame Import. He who hath authorized and intruſted us. to 
.Preach, hath told us what we are to.preach ; and this is the Doctrine con- 
tained in his Word. This we are bound to declare to Men, and to do it with 
Reference to him: Faithfulneſs in our high and important Truſt, requireth 
thus much. We are then, t preach not ourſelves, but Chriſt Feſus the Lord 
and Saviour, To decline reporting of him, is actually undoing what we are 
ſet apart for; 'tis with a tremendous Riſk to run counter to our Commiſſion ' 
and Inſtructions. Neceſſity is upon us; yea, Woe unto us, if we preach not 


= 


. 


If we would be ſucceſsful Miniſters, of Jeſus -Chrift, it becomes us to 


„ make him the Sum and. Subſtance of our Report. We are not to be actua- 'A 
_ 43tedin the Diſcharge of our high and holy Office, from a View to our own  @& 
. Honour and Applauſe among Men; but with pious Aims to the important 1 
he Ends thereof ; that God may be thereby glorified thro' eſus Chrift ; and in 
by Subordination hereto, we are to endeavour the ſpiritual Good, and immortal 


+ Welfare of the Souls of Men: In order to which, 'tis of the laſt Impor- 
_ tance, that we preach the Goſpel. *T'is granted, that we may, by the 


5 Grace of God, be faithful in the Diſcharge of our ſacred Intruſtment; and 
* yet not be eminently ſucceſsful. If we are faithful, we may take the Com- 


if fort of it; yet 'tis a Sort of mournſul Pleaſure, if we are not ſucceſsful : For, 

28 faithſul, we have a ſolicitous Concern for the Succeſs of our Miniſtrations; | 

7 that our Hearers may experimentally know the Goſpel of Chriſt to be h ö; 
1 | D | | | Power 
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in its own Nature, happily ſuited, 
ders of Salvation on ſinful Creatures. 


Mere all witty Talents and Excellencies united in a Miniſter, and em- 
ploy'd in preaching, he is never like to anſwer the Ends of the Goſpel # 
; Miniftry, if he throws aſide the evangelical Scheme of Salvation: All his 
| refined Speculations, polite Addrefs, and Jaboured Charms of Eloquence, 
will never reconcile one Soul to God. The Truth is, the whole Succeſs 

of our Miniftry, in the ſaving Effects thereof, depends upon the Co-opera- 


tion and almighty Energy of the Holy Spirit: And *tis Preſumption to ex- 


pet his Concomitancy, unleſs we make Chrift the Sum and Seope of our 
Preaching. Tis this Report which hath been follow'd with glorious Suc- 
ceſs. ;, the greateſt Wonders in the World have been wrought by it: The 


blind Minds of Sinners have been enlightned with the Dawnings of an im- 


mortal Day; their Hearts of Stone have been turned into Hearts of Fleſh ; _ 
their aſpiring Wills have been bow'd to the Croſs of Chriſt by this Report. 
The uſurping Powers of Darkneſs have been ſubdued, and Sinners by Thou- 


ſands and Thouſands, tranſlated out of the Kingdom of Satan into the King- 
dom of God; that 1 ee 1 Light, Purity, Love, Peace, Joy and Glory: 
Ide Dead in Tre/paſſes have been raiſed up, and brought to walk in the Fear 
of God, and Beauties of Holineſs, by this Report. This Report, in its 


* 


tom Simplicity, hath triumph'd over the Paſſions and Prejudices of Man- 


ind the World over, and filled the whole Earth, with eternal Monuments. 


of the Redeemer's Honour, Riches, Power, Grace, and Love; it hath 


noufiſh'd the vital Flame of Life, in the Hearts of Believers; by it they 
Have obrain'd growing Meetneſs for eternal Bleſſedneſs; it hath produced in 
Alt Ages, Joy and Rejoicing, Thankſgiving, and the Voice of Melody in the 


City of God : *Tis this Report which the Lord Commands the e 
How important, how excellent, is the Theme! Never were the 


* 


its Excellency: Surely it deſerves Priority of Regard. 


pious, rich, and unſearchable? No Tongue of Man or Angel can declare 


Thus to report, is to imitate the bright Examples of faithſul Preachers in 
all Ages of the Church. The Prophets all made Report of Chriſt; to Him 


they all give Witneſs. Our Lord Chriſt, whilſt upon Earth, made Report of 


Lars of & 

Men ſaluted with a Report equally weighty. Eternal Salvation depends up- 
on the Knowledge and Beliet of this Report. How ſurpaſſingly excellent 
it is, in contemplating upon it, new diſcover' d Glories for ever open to 
View; there are Depths in it hid from the Eyes of all Living: How &o- | 


Himſelf : He publiſhed the Salvation he himſelf is the Author of. The 


Apoſtles preached Chriſt : He was the main Subject they inſiſted upon, as 


is evident by their Epiſtles. And thus have faithful Miniſters, in all Ages, 


made Chriſt the Sum of their Report :---Such regular Examples, have in 


them the Nature of binding Precepts. 


Finally, would we hold Communion with Chriſt in our Work; be able 
with Joy, at the Day of Judgment, to render an Account to him thereof, 
and receive a glorious Reward from him; he muſt now be the Sum of our 


Power of God to Salvation. Now, tis the Goſpel that hath a Divine Fitneſs. / 
in it, to attain the important Ends of our Miniſtry. The Goſpel is ſuited. 2 
to the great Deſign of working Won- 
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Reporting and Preaching. It is much to be deſir' d, that we may enjoy his 


gracious 
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ited aſſign'd us: Tis a Work ſo very great and arduous, the Temptations ane 
von⸗ Diſcouragements that attend it fo numerous, We ourſelves. ſo weak and in- 
ſluffccient for it, that we ſtand; in, Need of conſtant Supplies of Grace fron 

our Lord Chriſt, in order to the due Diſcharge of it. And unleſs We en 
ke gracious: Preſence of our Lord with us, we are not likely to do much for 
his Intereſt in the World; nor to: have ſpiritual Comfort in 52 Performance _} 
of Duty: His: Pteſence with us in a Way of Grace, and: ſpecial. Afiſtance = 
4 renders all Duties pleaſant Exercifes,. Altho Fidelity, 18 not the_ meritorious 
Cauſe hereof; yet without Fidelity, (which requires that We preach 


0 » 


73 Chriſt) tis in vain to expect his Preſence with us. And the Day is haſtening, 
4 when we muſt appear before his Judgment Seat, and render to him a ſolemn 
Account of the Miniftry we have received: And; then, our Conduct will b 
reviewed, and Examination made, how far we hays anſwered. our”: ruſt, * 
To make a dreadful Suppofition.: If a Miniſter is then found to have pre- 
th; ched himſelf, and not Chriſt; to have fought, to pleaſe Men, 181. 5 
Lord; to have wickedly betray'd the Honour of God, and Intereſt of Chriſt; 
and to have injured the Souls of Men: What. Amazement and Confuſion 
will then overwhelm him? What Horror, Tribulation and Anguiſh will | 
then ſeize upon his guilty Heart; himſelf being diſapproved of the great 
Judge, after having ſerved as an Herald !---Happy, thrice happyzin tj n. -® 
portant Day, abeſe 3 Who ſhall be found faithful, and approved of bB 7 
their Lord and Judge ! They ſhall receive a gracious Reward, for Figelity, 5 7 
in reporting of Chriſt, and fulfilling their Miniſtry ; they ſhall then enter 
ath into the Joy of their Lord; they ſhall have beſtowed upon them a Crown of 
Lie that faderb nat away :. They Hall ſhine as the Stars; yea, as, the un 
in the Kingdem of their Father ; for thoſe that honour the Lord ij the faithful _— 
> + Diſcharge of Duty, be will honour, honour with unperiſhing Glory, Here 
then we have preſented to our View, as Inſorcements to idelity, in the 1 
Diſcharge of the Duties of our high and holy Office ; eſpecially with Re- 
lation to making Report of Chriſt,---the whole Tenour of (our 8827 


"my 


em- 
oſpel 


d 


8 
A 


tion z -the commanding Authority of our Lord and Saviour, our Office and 
Commiſſion j the Glory of God, the Honour of Chriſt, and the eternal «4 
Salavtion of Souls: - -The Importance and Excellency of our Theme; - 
the Examples of the Faithful ;---our...own ee the eternal A 
Judgment, and the immortal Crown of Glory. „ ˖ͤ >, - , — 
in I proceed now: ta the Second general Hęae. | 
im + Secondly, To ſhew that there is a Manifeſtation of the Power of God, 

of when our Report concerning Fe/usChri/, is effectual to ſaving Faith in them 
he. f thatheart; l oh Ei He nt TIT 08 
as The Prophet in our Text, lamented the Want of a ſaving Faith; for jet 
es, was the Want of ſuch a Faith, as is obtain d by the Lord's tevealing | M 
in his Arm.: And hereby is pointed out the Neceſſity of a Manifeſtation of 
Divine Power, in order to ſaving Faith, in them that hear the Goſpel ; :. 
le + There is no ſaving Faith where the Lord's Arm is not revealed. There 
bf, are many who yield:a meer naked Aſſent to the Truths of the Goſpel, that 
ur et Want faving Faith: Saving Faith includes in it, Aſſent to the Goſpah g 
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Report; yet naked Aſſent is not believing with the whole Hearf to Salva. 
tion, it being only an Act of the Underſtanding,” without the Conſent of 
the Will; and as ſuch, no other than Reprobates and Devils may exer- 
Giſe. Judas, without Doubt, yielded Aſſent to the Truths of the Goſpel, 
when he was a Preacher of the Goſpel; and Devils-believe and tremble. 
Saving Faith ſuppoſes antecedent Conviction of Sin, and Humiliation ; for 
Unhumbleneſs and Pride are inconſiſtent with ſaving Faith. Previous 
0 evangelical Faith, there is Conviction of Sin by the Law, a practical 
Sight and Senſe of Sin and Miſery, ſo as that a Perſon looks upon himſelf 
in 2 periſhing Condition. There is an Apprehenſion of the Nature of Sin, 
its Guilt, and Puniſhment due to it: There is a Senſe of Sin, original and 
actual, and of utter Helpleſſneſs in a Man's ſelf, and Unworthineſs to be 
Helped. by God. Saving Faith includes in it, Aſſent of the Mind to divine 
Revelation, to the condemnatory Sentence of the Law as juſt, and to the 
Declaration of the Goſpel: That God; in his Eove and Grace, will par- 
don and juſtify Sinners, through the Blood and Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, 3 
a It ſuppoſes an Illumination of the Mind, by the Holy Spirit; whereby we 
„Le enabled to behold the glorious Excellency of God and Jeſus Chriſt ; the 
* . Riches of divine Grace, atid the Suitableneſs and Safety of the Way of Sal- 
; Vation, as propoſed in the Goſpel.” And by the almighty Energy and 
- Frefiſtable Operation, 'bf the Divine Spirit upon the Heart, we are enabled 
ts renounce all other Ways arid Means, for the attaining of Righteouſneſs, 
Life and Salvation; and cordiatly and ſincerely to approve of, conſent unto, 
And acquieſce in the Way of Life and Salvation of res Teſus Chriſt, 
48 propoſed in the Goſpel; as an Effect of divine and infinite Wiſdom, Love, 
Grace and Goodneſs ; and as ſuited to all the Wants and Exigences of 
2 n rr. ¼¼ / ¼ / 
Me are at this Time divinely enlightened and aſſiſted, to believe the Re- 
ard whith God hath given of his Son: And upon the Credit of his Teſti- 
mony, to receive 15 us Chriſt, as offer'd in the Goſpel. By the Effect of 
|. God's Act on the Mind and Will, we conſent to the Terms of Salvation, 
ve receive Chriſt: He is not forced upon us, but accepted from a Light that 
commends, and a Will that deſires him: No Violence is offer'd ts the Will, 
we are made the Lord's willing People in the Day of his Pawer.; and as call'd 
to Gry and Virtue,” are inclin'd, and enabled to walk in all God's Com- 
mandments, from a gracious Reſpect unto him: For Holineſs of Heart and 
Life, doth accompany and flow from Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. Now, tho' 
[| the Word may be uſed, as a Mean in all this; yet it is made effectual only 
dy almighty Power: Meer moral Suaſion, with all its Charms, will not, 
{ =. Cannot be ſufficient to produce ſaving Faith in them that hear the Goſpel. 
The Holy Ghoſt makes Uſe of rational Diſcourſes, and Deſcriptions of 
Chriſt, "in order to Faith in him; and the more clearly and powerfully we 
make Report of Chriſt, and the more weighty our Arguments and Motives, 
ts perſuade to Faith in him, ſo much the better; yet the Succeſs of all de- 
pends intirely upon a divine Efficiency. The Heart of Man is naturally 
. Wholly oppoſite to Faith in. Jeſus Chriſi: Men hate the Light of Convic- 
ton previous to Faith, becauſe their Deeds are evil. Men are nn, 
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ras Oy Faith in 9% Chriſt ; and the reigping gung of the. Heart againſt Ho- 
of Pneſs, renders it diametrically oppotite, to Path: Salvation by Faith in 


*F4 


Faith is the Gift of God; that he works in us to will, and t de of his good 


4 poſed, that there are ſome who do not believe our Report; ſome poſt 


*Thriſt,- is in a Way of free and ſovereign Grace, which is intirely oppoſite 

40 the proud and aſpiring Nature of Man; prompting of him to be ſe]f-ſuf- | 
Fcient and independent, to be his own Saviour, and an Enemy to the 
Poul-humbling Terms of the Goſpel z -c-as it is written, let him that glo- 


=— 2777: glory in the Lr. 29d, 267 cath ot age ine 
wt The Mind of Man is naturally ſet againſt Faith in Chriſt 75 Men are for 
nding out ſome other Way of Salvation, than that which the Goſpel pro- 
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poſes. The learned Rabbi muſt crucify his Vhs and M bereforei, that h 
may believe the Goſpel. Faith that is ſaving, Hands not in the 22 | 
Man, but in the Power of God. tt Rog womag Tz lit. 
The Will of Man is naturally ſet againſt Faith in Chriſt : There is not. 
only an Inability to, but a fixed Enmity in the Will againſt Faith in Chrift : 
It was a heavy and juſt Charge our Lord brought againſt ſome in his Day, 
and now lies againſt many; I will not came unto me. The carnal Aﬀec- 
tions of the Heart, are all ſet againſt Faith. Nat to multiply Wards, ſuch 
s the Ignorance, Im tency and Enmity of Man's Heart; ſuch the Oppo- 
Hition of it, and of Satan, and the World to F aith; and ſuch the Nature | 
pf ſaving Faith, that nothing ſhort-of Aan r. Power, can conquer t 
"Oppoſition, and produce evangelical Faith. There muſt be a Power join's 
Sy the Holy Ghoſt, with Motives beyond. the moral Force of them, or 
mere will be no Faith to Salvation, There never was an Inſtance, from the 


* 


Morning of the World to this Day, nor will there be to the End of Time, 
dt a true Beſiever in Chriſt, without ſupernatural Illumination, and a power-. 
ful Work of the Holy Spirit upon the Heart. A eau beg the holy 
Scriptures ever fpeak of ſaving Faith in Man, as the Work of od, They 
declare that thoſe who come ts the Son, arg drawn by the Hather; that Faith is, 
rougght by the exceeding Greatnaſs of his. Potuer, even. y ſuch awer as was, 
wrought in Chriſt when he was raiſed from the Dead: They teſtify that 


1 


© Pleaſure: That he fulfils the Work of Faith with Power. We find Faith 


rank'd among evangelical. Myſteries, and that tis emphatically call'd the 
'Work or GOD : The Power of God is then ſurely manifeſted, hen 
dur Report of Jeſus Chriſt is truly believed, : manifeſted in the Work of 
Faith, and revealed to them who believe, who have a IWuneſs hereof in 
themſelves. But I muſt pretermit many "Things,---and praceed,  _ 
} Thirdly, To ſhew, that it affords. a juſt Foundation for aur Regret and 
Lamentation, that fo few truly believe our Report concerning Jefus Chrift. , 
When we ſpeak thus, it muſt be taken as granted, that we make our, 
Report, according to the Mind of God made known: in his Word: And. 
tis here ſuppoſed, that we propoſe and make Chriſt known, as the Qbject 


of People's Faith; and that tis their indiſpenſable Duty to believe in him. 
Tis here ſuppoſed, that we ought to obſerve, what Fruit and. Succeſs our 
| Miniſtry bath among People, that we may duly adhuſt our Prayers and Prai- 


| ſes; our rejoicing and mourning, with Reference to them. And 'tis 29 75 
fibly 
E do 


— — — 
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God, who is our ultimate End; the ſupreme 


* 


do not ſo 'much as yield an Aſſent to it; 


of equal extent: Tis the diſmal Character of many, they make light of the 
Goſpel of Chris; and this is Matter of great Lamentation. The inſpir'd 


Penman was, doubtleſs, in the Right, when he complain'd, as in our Text, 


nant of Redemption, under the Character of the great Mediator: The Love 


of the Saviour reign'd in his Heart; the Law of Kindneſs dwelt on his Lips; 


the Goſpel of Peace flow'd from his Tongue: Yea, he lifted up his Voice 


like a Trumpet.; he pour'd abroad the joyful, the melodious Sound, and. 
proclaim'd' the glad Tidings of free and eternal Salvation by the Son of Þ 
God. But, alas ! bo hath believed the Report? He foreſaw the Luſtre and. F 
Efficacy of the Goſpel- would be under a- Vail, that Multitudes of Feros. 
and Gentiles, would have no Eyes to diſcern their ſpiritual Intereſts, and- 


eternal Concerns ; no Inclinations to embrace the Goſpel of Peace: 
Therefore his Paſſions beat unalterable —_— Pity ; his Soul breathed: 
out the Tokens of exquiſite Anguiſh. Other Prophets, who made like: 


_ Complaints upon ſimilar Occaſions, were net impoſed-upon, in apprehen- 


ding they had 1 Grounds ſo to do. 
Surely the Divine 
Unbelief of Sinners, and dropt his Tears over them. When the Report 


of the Goſpel is truly believed, the excellent, the important Deſigns of the 


ancient, the eternal Covenant, are accompliſhed: ; all the Perfections of 
God are declaratjvely glorified; his Laws obſerved ; his Name ſpiritually: 
worſhipped:; His Praiſe celebrated; his Grace admired. The Lord Re- 
deemer, the King of Glory, is lov'd,*obey'd; adored, and fo honoured: Pre- 
cious immortal Souls, who were alienated from the Life of God, are brought 
near to him, by the Blood of the Lamb, made ſpiritually wiſe, truly holy, 


really happy, in communion with God now, and' firmly intituled to-future- 


perfect Purity, inconceivable and eternal Glory. Bleſſed Conſequences ! 
But woeful, when it's the Reverſe of all this; and this is not all: -- For, 
by diſobeying the Report of the Goſpel; my caſt the vileſt Contempt on 

ood, the only Soul-ſatisfying 
Portion; and upon the great Redeemer, whoſe Blood they tread under their 


Feet; * and upon the Holy Spirit, whoſe Motions they reſiſt. They accule- 
the whole Trinity of Falſhood; for there are three that bear Record,---that . 


eternal Life is to be obtain'd'by Faith in Fe/us Cbriſt. They virtually pre- 
fer the Service of the Devil, and the Gratification of their accurſed Luſts, 


to the Service of God, and the Redeemer:; and eternal Damnation to ever- 


laſting Salvation. They contract immenſe Guilt; which, if perſever'd in, 
will plunge them into remedileſs, aggravated, and eternal Miſery, Theſe: 
Things are truly deplorable, much to be lamented. How affecting it is, 
that the Goſpel Miniſtry ſnould be miſimproved by Sinners, thro' their Infi- 
delity; that the Word of eternal Life, ſhou'd become. a Saviour of eternal: 


HY „ 29. 


ivine Redeemer did not err; when he was griev'd for the. 


t ch as | ; others have only an hiſtoricak Rl 
Faith, and are under the Wrath and Curſe of God. Preaching the Goſpel, I 
and ſaving Faith in them that hear, are far from being commenſurable, and 


of the Want of Faith in them that hear the Goſpel. He reported of the 4 1 
Bleſſed Redeemer, as tranſacting all our Concerns with God, in the Cove- Wc 


9 
s * 
1 
hi 


3 . 
Death de 
wy 4 


EE” oo * 


4 E. , wed. 5 * * 54 4AS ; J 7 YJ P 2.0 Way 1 * — " of 7 9 
, * * 22 * * . , 
* 6 & 2 T4 - ; 4 
* * 5 
* E = > - 
F ; g * * «* : * 
_ : * , 8 
I 5 * — 
* g 5 4 
$ 4 4 
3 b 4k - * as * 
3 4 
TC 


. 8 34 5 — 5 9. woo | 45 F | . : 
icak: Neath: That they ſuck” Poiſon from the Flowers of Paradiſe, from the 


bel, Bloſſoms of the Tree of Life? Lamps are light up, fed with freſh Oil, and 
and * Mpt burning; and from under the Light of them, unbelieving Sinners, 
the with mountainous Loads of Guilt upon them, go down to Blackneſs of 
rd Marines for ever. Our preſent Comfort, as Miniſters of the Goſpel, and 
xt, Ir future additional Foy. in the Day of Cbriſt, by the Succeſs of our Mini- 


the ® ations, amidſt the ſoregoing great Proſpects, ſeem ſcarce. to deſerve a2 
„e- Mention; and I perceive it is Time, yea, more than Time to paſs on, 


+ Fourthly, To conclude, with an Application, by Way of Addrefs.---. - 


ve © | Auddreis. - 
s; I ſhall take Occaſion, from what has now been ſaid, to make an Ad- 
ce Gels ; in the firſt Place, to the Miniſters of the Goſpœi here preſent: | 
nd. My Reverend Fathers and Brethren, 8 | 


| I Z Acknowledge my Unfitneſs, to- ſpeak from this Place at this Time ; but 
Jin that you have aſſign'd me the. Province of Preaching upon this ſolemn 
Occaſion, you have intituled me. to the Liberty of an Addreſs. : 


Permit me then. to aſſure. you, .that tis not from the leaſt Shadow of 


— FSuſpicion in my Heart of a Deficiency in any one of you, with Reference: 
d. tO the ſubject Matter of your Report, as Miniſters of the Goſpel, that hath. 
ce. Ipfluenced me to treat upon the preceding Subject, in your Audience; nor 


have I herein aimed at being your Inſtructor; I am but your Remembran- 
cer. I rejoice, greatly rejoice, if your Minds are refreſh'd, by contemplating 
ance again, upon the Duty and Dignity of the Miniſterial Office, as in the 


t- view of the ſubject Matter of our Report. With Soul-humbling Plea- 
e. re, you are certainly diſpoſed, often to revolve in your Minds, whoſe 


fo Miniſters you are: Yes, my Brethren, you are willing every Hour, to re- 
y: Follect, that we are not the. Miniſters, of Socrates, or Plato, or Seneca, but 
-. the Miniſters of 7e/zs Chriſt; and that as ſuch, tis our Buſineſs to promote. 
bis Honour, by making due Report of him. VV . 
+ As we are Stewards of his Myſteries, we are to endeavour, both to keep 
and difpenſe: them, with all good Fidelity: Surely, nothing can be more 
-. -, conducive to the Advantage of Chriſtianity, and by Conſequence, to the 
| World, whoſe Happineſs.is ſo much concerned in its Support and Succeſs. 
How high, how excellent, important and pleaſurable, the Work aſſign'd 
us.] To be ſtudying and. preaching a glorious Chriſt, is a glorious Em- 
„ ployment; for it bears an eminent Proportion to the Excellence and Dig- 
nity of him of whom we make Report; and the great Conſequences thereof. 
Happy and glorious the Station allotted us by Providence, which gives us ſo 
Eireat an Opportunity of promoting the Honour of ſo dear a Name, as that 
of Immanuel; and the ſpiritual Good and eternal Happineſs of immortal Souls, 
How arduous and difficult the Work ? It might even be dreaded by the 
Angels of Heaven, while aſſign'd to us Worms of the Duſt. What rich 
Furniture is neceſſary, what Knowledge, what Zeal, what. Affection, what 
Application of Mind, to be ſuited for the whole; yea, to be fit for any 
Part of this. Work ! I am apprehenſive you have prevented me, in reflec- 
ting on the-Reaſon we have to humble ourſelves deeply, in the Preſence of 


the Divine Majeſty, while we this Day remember our Faults and Deficien- 
dies. In making our Report of the glorious Redeemer ; how far, alas! how 
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far have we fell fhort of that Light, Love, Faith, Zeal, Skill, Reſolution, 
Stability, Compaſſion, Activity, Holineſs, and fpiritual Elevation of Soul, 


which is . 28. of us; and renders meet for ſuch an Employ! What Self. 
ſeeking, Self- 


Inſtructions, as to the Matter of our Report; and from having the Glory 


of God, our primary View, and in Subordination thereto, the Salvation of 


Souls. But, Oh ! why have not our Prayers been more frequently preſen- 


ted, and fervently made, for the Preſence of our Lord with us ? How ſhould 7 
we tremble, left we fay, in his Name,-what is unworthy of him; ot in a 


Manner that becomes not our glorious Lord, who ſpeaketh by us, when we 
declare his real Will. You will ſuffer me to drop a Word of Exhortation, 
wherein I fpeak (as I have done) as much to myſelf as to any: In the 


View of the Nature, Importance, Difficulty, and Conſequences of our 


Work, as call'd to Report of Chriſt : Let us be excited to ſeek, importy- 


nately and inceſſantly to ſeek, the Aids and Affiſtance of the Holy Spirit. 


For our Encouragement, let us ever keep our Minds believingly attentive 
7 our Title to that bleſſed Promiſe, Lo, I am with you always, even to the 
Z Eren nes 


- 
* 


To Famwith yon, to qualify and ſucceed you in your Work; to comfort, 


defend and aſſiſt you. Which Promiſe, we believe, includes in it ſome- 
thing more, than meer common providential Influence and Protection. We 
diſcard the Thought, that fuch Promifes are given, with a Deſign to ſuper- 
ſeed, ſtudy, and Preparation for the Service of the Sanctuary: We pretend 


not hereby to immediate Inſpirations and Revelations of new Truths; but 4 L 


we apprehend, that we have Warrant and Encouragement to ſeek and ex- 
pect the Aids and Aſſiſtances of the Holy Spirit, to lead and guide us into 
-all Truth ; to-enlighten our Minds, that we may diſcern the moral Beauty, 
infinite Excellence and Importance of revealed Truths ; and to afford Aſſiſ- 
tance in the Delivery of them, whereby we are enabled to preach with ſuch 
Freedom and Enlargement of Heart; with ſuch Clearneſs, Power, and Pa- 
thos, as we could not, left to ourſelves, deſtitute of his ſpecial: Influence 
and powerful Aſſiſtance. We eminently ſtand in need of the gracious and 
ſpiritual Preſence of our Lord with us, to give us Experience and Wiſdom 
for our Work; to diſpoſe us to preach thoſe Truths, that eſpecially tend to 
do People Good; to inflame our Hearts with Zea}, for the Glory of God, 
and Salvation of Souls; to furniſh us with undaunted Courage, to help us 
to ſpeak like Boanerges; td enable us to ſet before our Hearers, in lively 
Colours, their Sin and Danger, and to direct them in a right Manner to 
Chriſt and eternal Glory. Tf the Holy Spirit be poured forth on Miniſters, 
tis render'd. hopeful, his Operations will not be long ſuſpended from the 
People's Hearts. It hath been obſerv'd, that Jeruſalem is ſoon to be called 
the Throne of the Lord, after he gave them Paſtors according ta his own Heart. 5 


* . 
FEES 


* Matt. xxviii. 20. Fer. Ui. 16, 17. 
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Confidence, Infidelity, Formality, Carnality, inglorious Neu-. 
trality and Impurity, we find cleaving te us! f thou, Lord, ſbou dit mark % 
Imguities: O Lord, who ſball land ? Amidſt innumerable Infirmities, I truſt, F 
my Brethren, we are now in the Poſſeſſion of that ſublime Pleaſure, which 
reſults from a Conſtiouſneſs of Fidelity, in adhering inflexibly to our ſacred "7 


8 
Vs 

LY 

> * . +0 

4 

2 


1 
A 
8 

£99 


F 

* 

. 

8 
. 


* 
2 
Sz od 
2 1 
4 
5 
1 
18 
ITEM 
Fa 
© ER 
OY 
1 


; 


« 1 


ark. 


iſt, 
ch 
ed 
ry 


of 


n- 
Id 
a 
ve 


Is 1 E c * : 2 - 
by ? , : z : 5p 
4 * : 
$ ” - " - 
; 3 — 1 5 1 n 1 > 8 " nn * 8 2 K — 8 2 2 * A ; . 93 = F 5 8 * * * 1 * 


( 1 


—— 


* 1 
- 2 
TG a 
2} 8 
„ * 


hen we preach in Demonſtration of the Spirit and of Power, it has the, 


\ 
\ 


4 greateſt Aptitude and Tendency to go to the, Hear ts of People, and to d 
$4300d ; but then, we ever remember, that there is no neceſſary and inſepe- 
Frable Connection between ſuch Preaching, and the Salvation of them that, 


near: For, who will believe our Report, unleſs the Arm of the Lord is re- 
\Fvealed ? Paul may plant, and Apollos water; but tis God, that giveth he 
increaſe, |; ooh oo wo oh ll, net angus! fois 55 If 
Let us then ſtill view ourſelves in the intereſting Light of ſucceſsful, Mini. 
#Rers of Jeſus Chrift, and apply to the Throne of Grace for the Bleffing of 
God upon our Report. Verily, of all Men in the World, we need the 
Spirit poured out upon us, in a Kind of celeſtial Torrent, that we may 
wreſtle and prevail in Prayer.-But if, after all Attempts uſed to become 
ſucceſsſul, we find Occaſion to utter the ancient Complaint, Wo hath be- 
#lieved our Report ?---on our Part, tis juſt, tis generous * let us mourn 
apart; let us mourn together. Beholding the Glory of God, as it ſhines, / 
in the Face of Fejus Chriſt, we tell Sinners, that infinite Wiſdom hath de- 
viſed an admirable Expedient fer our Redemption ; that when ſovereign 
Mercy hath its compleat Exerciſe, and infinite Love ſtoops down even to, 
the Deeps of Hell, to fetch Rebels to Heaven: Lis conſiſtent, with the 
Rights and Honours of rectorial Holineſs, that immenſe Depths of Wiſdom, 
3 ncxampled Truth and Faithfulneſs, inconceivable Power, immaculate 
and abſolute Purity and Holineſs, awful and inflexible Juſtice, fit on the 
Throne, and are diſplay'd in the greateſt Glory; while infinite Mercy, 
and ſtupenduous Love and Grace triumph in infinite Honour, and reigt 
eternally. But they are regardleſs of the admirable Illuſtrations of the Di- 
vine Perfections, and the inexpreſſible Glories that ,are reluctant in the 
Work of Man's Redemption; they reject the eternal Counſels of God againſt 
Zthemſelves.; they flight and contemn the Love, Grace, and Mercy of C 


Y TREE. » a 
56 2 


- — 


| od, 
in the moſt glorious Demonſtrations thereof, that ever were made Know 
under or above the Sun: Whoſe Soul can remain untouched — a View 
of theſe Things? We tell Sinners of Love and Compaſſions of God our Sa- 
viour q we point out his Blood and Wounds, which ſaved us from ever- 
laſting. Death; the Croſs which he endured, and the Shame he deſpiſed to 
1 make. us happy: But they refuſe to behold the wonderful. Scene on 3 
and to hear the expiring Sighs and Groans, the triumphant Grace of a 
dying Redeemer ! They trample under their Feet his Blood, and all the 
Procurements thereof: Blood worthy to be gather'd up in golden Veſſels by 
Tard and procuring Favours immenſely great, and 2 neceſſary 
for Man! Hereby their own plaineſt and immortal Intereſt is oppoſed ; our 
Lord Chriſt kept out of his Right, as great Creator and Redeemer: In 
theſe Views, ah ! what Grief, what Horror and Aſtoniſnment ſei zes upon 
our Spirits! What wiſe Man, what good Man can reftain from Sorro w 
and Lamentation, while he e caſt upon Divine Trutbs? 
Me proclaim Truths that are beautified by the Luſtre of an eternal Excel- 
lency, and ſurrounded with the Characters of ineffable Wiſdom and bound- 
leſs Love: Truths that are gazed at, and contemplated upon, n 
aud Delight, by numberleſs ain adorning . 


#] 


* 
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Hvered at the rich Expence of theSaviour's Blood; and which have en- 
Wrapp'd in them the Glory of Heaven, and the Terrors of Hell: Yet Sin- 
ners deem them meer Words, empty Sounds, infignificant Cyphers. . 
How affecting it is, that the old Serpent ſhould be ſo ſucceſsful in. his Eſ- 


iblenef | 
eiled God; of the exalted and eternal Pleaſures of the Sanctuary of Immor- 


Darknefs, which leads to the ſulphurious anc fiery Lake, to the Purity, 


bs” 4 
an 
3 


Intereſt of Chriſt; the End of the Law; the Deſign of the Goſpel ; their 
own prefent and eternal Happineſs, to contract utmoſt Guilt ; and to fink. 


what I deligf'd; but it will be confider'd, I am really pleading the Cauſe 
am exciting Compaſſion toward them, whom, methinks, I behold around 


is the Cauſe of our Lord and Savieur 1 am pleading. Unwilling to leave 
you under the Power of Ideas toe gleomy, and overwhelming: Sorrows ; I 


rious Period, When tlie Peoptc ſhall all be taught of God ; when „rem ibe 
tm Parts of the Earth, ſacred Songs inftead of mournful Sighs ſhall be 


red aut upon the Throne of the Beat? * May we not ſuppoſe, that Divine 
Revelation doth warrant to conclude, that great and mighty, and in ſome 


the Door ;---And'that'thelatter Days Glory will ſoon dawn more and more, 


till in Meridian Splendor tis uſſter'd into the Church of Chriſt. Whether 
ye ſhall live to fee this glorious long expected Time, we determine not; 
mein white our Work is before us. Apparent Succeſs would greatly tend * 
to animate us; it would methinks ſerve to blow up a Spark of Zeal into a F 
Flame; but we deem it not our Warrant for our Work. At the Mord of 
Command from out Lord, we kt down the Goſpel- Net. 1 1 ner 1 

tw DS go OE": we 3 r . en. 8 3 


Þ_ ret Rev. xvi. 40. | 
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fürniſn them with Matter for eternal Songs of Praiſe. Truths which are de- el 


fays to begufle and deſtroy the Souls of Men, while he endeavours, with 
Miſts ee from infernal Regions, to overcloud the Divine Ami- 
{s and Beauty of Truth. We report of the Light and Joy of a recon- 


| fality, and all the Fruits of the Redeemer's Purchaſe ; and that God is 
ſincere in the Offer of them: But we cry to the Dead, and. labour with the 
blind inſtaved Followers of Satan. They ſeem determin'd to prefer that 


wn , Eight and Felicity of Heaven; and to ruſh on againſt that glorious, that 
p dreadful Arm, which grove back the devouring Flames, and pull'd us out 
_ of Hell. They ſeem reſolv'd to oppoſe the Glory of God; the Honour and 


under redoubled Flames of Divine Vengeance for ever. When ſo diſmal a + 
State of Things preſents ftſelf to-our View, ©* Surely it muſt fetch up a | 
&«& Groan from our Hearts, fwelled with Sorrow, and draw down Tears 
& from our Eyes.“ I have enlarg'd upon the affecting Theme, beyond 


of ſome Thouſands of Souls, under our paſtoral Care and Charge, while! 
fie, as with united Suffrage ſpeaking by me: Vea, which is yet more weighty, 
er > xp will not intreneh upon your Patience, if 1 take the Li- 

erty to add. Let us chear our Hearts with the lovely and glorious Profpe&: | 
of that Day, that Day, when the Earth ſhall be filled with the Knowledge of | 


2 Lord, at the Waters: cover the Channel of the Sea; and the World ſhall 
xperimentally know the Power and Purity of the Goſpel of Chriſt. Glo- 


heard! Is it not pretty evident, that the fifth Vial hath long ſince, been pou- 


Reſpects terrible Things, the — ps Zion's King, are even nowat 
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de. less Train, and an irreſiſtible Force of Motives, let us go on, pro- 


en- himing Goſpel- Truths; Truths ſurrounded with the Glories af our -* 
in- Niour's Death and Love, and worthy to be received with Efteem, ® 


Vile Motives ; among which tis not inconſiderable, that the Day is 


Action and Admiration in Heaven, while ſo much undervalued on 


Arth. Tis inglorious to be ſeized by Cowardice and Sloth, to be 
 quiſhed by Diſcouragement, in ſo noble a. Work. Behold vonder our 
Melted Lord, looking down from his Throne, to encourage and enliven us, by all | 


N= ncor | e Hay 
or- ning, when he will remember us, in full Proportion to our Fidelity 

is i Diligen ee... ] u]⁰ę , 6 9 
he In the next Place, I would make an Addreſs, in a few Words, to him 
nat ho above all others, is concern'd in the Solemnity of this Day; who is 

ty, Pu to be conſecrated to the immediate Service of Chrift, and the Souls 
nat Men. 1 10 e a 3 = Sar , HRT 
but Dear Sir, „ e , beics bio 3 
nd HE ſet and ſolemn Time, for your being duly authorized to dif- 


Fhriſt in its conſtraining and energetical Influence, like a ſtrong and 


engage in this ſacred Work, with ſolemn Sentiments of the Nature and 


| 4 et before you. Fefus Chriſt is to be the glorious Theme of your publick Diſ- 
| ome of the Reaſons and Incentives hereto, have, been glanc'd upon in the 


1 charge the Office of a Goſpel Miniſter, is now come; the diſtant 


Hoſpect hereof, hath doubtleſs given you Occaſion. for much exerciſe ß 
Mind, great Searchings of Heart, ſolemn Prayer, and preſſing Anxiety: #3 
The near View adds growing Weight. You have, indeed, the _ higheſt 
| Healon to be affected with the Greatneſs of the. Work yon are engaging. 
When you take an accurate View of the Importance, and Difficulty 
of the miniſterial Office, I am apt to believe you are ready to break out 
the Apoſtle's Exclamation, /#/ho is ſufficient for theſe Things © The 
Reply is, None of themſelves are ſufficient for it; and the few who are 
# fo, are indebted to the Grace FA God, for: that Sufficiency they have.“ 
We charitably hope, the great Head: of the Church hath furniſhed vou 
Mith ſuitable Qualifications for the Work. ;---that. he hath adorned you 
With the noble Gifts and Graces of. his Spirit. We truſt the Love of 


#ſiftleſs Torrent, bears your Heart away before it to this holy Calling: 
We are therefore encouraged to hope you will be faithful in the Charge 
hat is now to be committed to you. Suffer me, Dear Sir, to exhort you 


Inportance of it; with pious Views to the great Ends thereof: Abandon, 
r ever abandon, ſelfiſn, ambitious and carnal Deſigns; the Purſuit of 
 Worldly Gain and vain Applauſe: Make the Glory of God, the Honour, and 
SÞtereſt of Chriſt, the ſpiritual Good, and eternal Felicity of immortal 
Pauls, your great and governing Deſign, in entering upon, and in proſecu- 
Ang the Work of the Miniſtry. Let it be your great Aim, earneſt Care and 
gpnitant Endeavour, to pleaſe your Lord and divine Maſter; and to be accep- 
ted and approv'd of him, in the Diſcharge of the various Duties of your ſacred 
Function. As to the ſubject Matter of your Preaching, you have had, Sir, 
a ſhort Deſcription of what this muſt be, (alas, that it hath been no better !) 


urſes; the Sum and Subſtance of every Sermon, either direcily or redutttvely. 
PpPrece du 
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preceding Diſcourſe : Are they not weighty, beyond the utmoſt Verge c 
_ *Conception? Permit me to exhort and beſeech you, by all the mighty MF" 
Powers of eternal Loving-kindnefs, *-by all the Wonders of divine” Met; WF. 
and redeeming Grace, by all the mighty Things of Heaven and Hell, U WF" 
every Thing ſacred and ſolemn, that you never give juſt Occaſion to ha 
tad, <4 That you have reported: too little of Chriſt in your Miniſtry, an” 
s have not been zealous for the Glory of his Name.” - You will ſurely mak 
it your Buſineſs, to ſpread the Knowledge of the Bleſſed Jeſus in the World 
'as ever remembering you are a Miniſter of his: Goſpel. - And in making Re 
port of him, proceed in ſome proper Order, and diſtinẽt Method; ſtudy u | 
| 1 a Workman, that needeth not to bs aſhamed, Caſt your publici WF: 
Diſcourſes into the muſt regular and becoming Scheme ; obſerve à ſtead) 4 C 
Strain of Fhought, good Connection, and natural Tranſitions through the . 
Whole of them; while you make Uſe of Art to conceal Art, and endeavou 
to avoid antiquated multiferious Diviſions, and the dry Exactneſsof metaphy- 
ſical Accuracy bf Diftin@ions :*Eabour alſo to aveid meer looſe Harangue, 3 
and a confus'd Huddle of Words, ſhufff d together. in a wild and incoherent , 
Manner. Let fo much of diſtinct Method be obſervable to your Auditory, . 
lat leaſt to the Judicious) as that they may be able to commit to the Memo- . 
ry, the main Branches of your Diſcourſe, er the leading Point in View ; . 
leaſt nothing be fix din the Mind for aſter- Improvement, and the Sermon e 
be loft as ſoon as heard: Good Order hath Power and Beauty in it. Let ; 
your Stile and Diction be correct, maſculine, nervous and ſtriking; make . 
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uſe of ſuch Words and Phraſes, as will exhibit the moſt clear and bright 
Ideas of Truth, and anſwer the beſt Purpoſes. There is a Plaitieſs, Simpli- '& 
city, and Majeſty of Speech that is moſt uſeful, beautiſul, and moſt accep- & 
cable alfo, to the Bulk of our Auditory. - Dreſs not up divine and glorious hc 
Truths, in a coarſe and contemptible Garb; nor give them ſuch. Poliſh a 
and Ornament, as does not conduce to their Uſefulneſs : Remember you x 
are a Preacher of the Goſpel of him, who was the crucified Jeſus; and that Fj; 
e Stile muſt be ſo far crucified as to be level to the Capacities of the Un- nc 
learned and Unſkilful : Let not yourStile affect the Pomp and Magnificence '@ 
of the Theatre, ſince that is inconſiſtent with that Gravity which becomes f 
the Pulpit. © Scholaſtic Nicety of Method, the formal Regularity of Argu- of 
ment, the conſtant Glitter of ſhining Phraſes, and the endleſs String of Wc 
'© rounded Periods,---inftead of anſwering the Purpoſes of genuine Elo- . 
© quence, only ſerve to ſtiffen a Difcourſe, carry too much the Appearance ac 
of Deſign, betray too laborious an Attention to Trifles, and depart too far 
from the Simplicity of Nature.---Let it appear, that you are too deeply im- , 
preſſed and awed with what you are about, to have any Leiſure or Ineli- » 
nation for minding little Things. * Your Stile ſhould ever be ſuitable to we 
the Nature of the Subject you are handling. There is a golden Mean be- Pe 
n Pia ond WY LATE 8 between Ku 
See the Diſconrſe on the Eloquence of the Pulpit, by Mr. James Fordyce, p. 5.6. 1 hi 
affix'd to the Art of Preaching, 9 Mr. David Fordyce, late Profeſſor of Philoſophy, Re 
in the Mariſchal College, Aberdeen; both which Diſcourſes, (being Performances "MM 
but lately publiſÞ'd) appear to me, to be the beſt of the Kind that I have ſeen, and + 
Zubich 1 wou'd here humbly take the Liberty to recommend the Peruſal of to my younger 2 
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Brethren in the Miniftry. 
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e MwcendlowFlatnesand the Drefv'of falls; Rhetorioc. Let your Delivery | 
Merc a outward Geſtures be natural, unaitected, lively,” grave and decent 
ion ſliould be ſignificant, and without Affectation. When youhave 
Maied your Mattef well, and made due Preparation for the Sanctuary z 
„an Puld you allow the written Papers to remain cloſed in the Time of Deli- 
M „ ccc Advantage! iwkget 
anner of Preaching, provided it be performed as it ought. Lou will . 
Re (a netimes deliver a lively Turn of Thought or pious Sentiment, hich .o. 
.,, s to your Mind in the Pime of Preaching, when tis pertinent to our 
blick! pject, altho! it was not penn d down in your premeditated Notes. While 
, u ſtudy and make Uſe of the ſacred Oratory of the Pulpit, ever have a 
' the Me Regard to the Information of the Mind ; and hereupon, endeavour ta ur t. 
rike the Paſſions, which are the Springs of Action. Labour to affect the 5 
bol Hearts of others; and watch over your own at the ſame Lime. Indefatiga⸗ 
DJ bly labour, to be furniſhed with the richeſt Meaſures of divine /Knowledgey 
Sue, dd of miniſterial. Gifts and Abilities; ſeek after much Acquaintance with 
vine Truth, Goſpel Myſteries, and Chriſtian Doctrines; that yavimay! 
well accompliſh'd, to make your Report concerningi-the/gloridus: Jellis. 
ok upon it, the Excellency. of a Goſpel Miniſter, to be: both à hurning 
3 Id ſhining Light; therefore be wiſe, be zealous. Let the Love of Chriſt,, 
mon id the Love of Souls, conſtrain you moſt gladly to ſperd, and be iſpent, 
is making Report of him. Be truly faithful, really humble, and ſolemnlyy 
earful in your Work. Add Force to your Report af Chriſt, by the pre- 
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Tang F ſhall now cloſe, with an Addreſi to you that een Winks | 


hs the ſolemn Confecration ſoon. to be attended. i100 bt 
You will readily make the Conceffion, that it Pecbanes him, who; is non 
to be ſeparated to the Work of the Goſpel-Miniftry,. to; engage in it With 
aful Sentiments of the Nature and Importance of it-; this very. Conceilion 
argues, that the Spectators: of the Solemmiy ſhould attend with eorfeipondenti 
Seriouſneſs of Mind: For that which eminently: adds Weight te the Af. 
fair, is the Conſequences hereof to the Souls of M 
that the Report —— by him, who is now to eommence an authorized 


Preucher, - will be to ſome immortal Souls, a Saviour of Life unto Life; 7 by” 
to others of Death unto. Death eternal. The ſolemn Wen beben ys enters 1 


the eternal State. 22 


Vou came: hither at this Time alfo,. to "TG a Report once © more; con- 


cerning Jeſus Chriſt. . From what you have: heard, you are ditected, how 


to make Choice of a Goſpel Miniſter, . when Divine: Providence calleth you 
to act in ſunh — . Gori 5 is the Sum and Subſtance of a 9 4 


Miniſter's Report. Ct.” 
oh will eaſily 
weipreach A 
claring the vchõle Council of God, with a proper Reference toihim:. 1a Þ 


Bou have heard ris our Work and Buſineſs, | to make x Report bf Chriſt «6 
to you-ſoiexcel- | 
and Grati- WM 

Minifters of the Goſpel; very highly in Love for their Mors 
Salt. Anir is ri, Herd beautiful are the Feet of tbem That preach the 2 ; £ 


to you⸗ The Theme is ſoglorious, the Tidings we bring 
lent and important furely you will receive the ſame with Joy 
tude ; aH 


pol Peacr, and. lad Tidings of © good Things.” * If, any are otherwiſe 
Trials, let them remember tis alſo written, He that hrarethʒ yo, 8 
; dl be bat di ſpifeth yours! F e me; and he: that apiſeth: mes i i the 
himthat font me. 

> How:much we need your Prayers, eing. our Work is ſo arduous and 


_ difficult,” abs welbas honourable and glorious th Finally, Brethren, pray for us. 


When bur Report is effefual to ſaving Faith, give God the Glory; ; for 
s he that makes ie ſo e f 351 

Bet iſuch us truly — Report, thankfully. and; joyſully adore bis 
Grace,” Ard live to him, who has wrought Faith in them- 


How greatly does it concern us all, to be much in Prayer; for: ther Influ- - He 


enees the Holy Spirit, to accompany: the Report Miniſters make of aur | 
57% in aw deb as Falch, and by Conſequence, Salvation depends here-- 
upon. Vou have heard, and tis needful you oſten hear, that moral Suaſion 
only will not produce ſaving Faith; the moſt powerful and excellent Prea- 
ching wilt not do it, unleſs the Influence of the Holy Spirit be aſſociated 
therewith, What an 3 evangelical Preacher was Iſaiah; yet how 
he complains of the Unbelief of them that heard e his Report, as in our Text. 
What a pathetical Preacher was the Prophet Jeremiah; yet how does he 
lament the U hſucceſsfulneſs of lis Miniftry'! The Bellows is burnt, the Lind | 
TH ns of the Hire, * ee N 55 in uain. n a chaeming 
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fla Preacher -was the Prophet Exekich l. Vet: lo, be is only ad vn doudy Song. 2 
een hear his Morde, but will not do them. Jo aſcend higher, What) a royal, 
on Phat an incomparable Preacher was the: Divine. Redeemen! The Son of 
ith od preached the Doctrine of eternal Salvation by*himſelfi; He was an Iti- 
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by Chrift : There is no Mercy, no Salvation in God kimſelf for Singers, wichout 
Faith in Chriſt: He that belieweth not fball be damned. You will dis inexcutably ; 7 
the grand Impediment of Faith, is intrinſical, it lies in/your-own Wills: The Im. 
potency of a Sinner is his not willing: Ve will not come to Chriſt that ye may 
bave Life ; ye love Darkneſs racher than Light. You will have none to blame at 
the laſt Day but y ourſelves; your Piſtruction is of yourſelves; you have, no. Cloke, Wl 
no Excuſe for your Sins. Your Damnation will be gternal; As the jul Demerit of 
your Sin, it will be your unhappy Lot to die a living and immortal Peath, under 
the everlaſting, and inſupportable Curſe and Wrath of God: You will be punith'd iſ 
wich eyerlaſting Deſtruction, from the Preſence of the Lord, and from the Glory 70 ? 
of his Power; enwrapp'd in eaſleſs, quenchleſs, and endleſs Flames of divine Ven- 
geance, where the Smoke of your Torment will aſcend for ever and ever. Your 
Damnation will be moſt aggravated; it will be proportioned to your Sin and Guilt, 
ſo much increafed by Rebellion againſt evangelical Light. How amazingly great is 
your Sin and Guilt in rejecting Chriſt! Vou caſt the utmoſt Contempt upon the 
Wiſdom, Love, Grace, and commanding Authority of God; and deny to 7e 4" 
 Chrift, the Honour of his mediatorial Office; oppoſe all Obedience to God; con- 
temn eternal Salvation, and act contrary to your own immortal Intereſt; by all 
Which your Iniquity abounds, and you are rendered obnoxious to, and continuing ul 
in Unbelief, will fall under e Puniſhments threatned in the Goſpel. Your 
the Goſpel, and the Power” attending it, tenders wil 


— 


Qyſtinaey againſt the Light of t el, and the Power attending it, rende 
+ Sodom's Condition more tolerable than your Caſe, Hd reje& the great Salvatns 
 offer'd in the Goſpel; and for whom; ſo continuing to do, 13Teſerved Plackneſd of ph 
Darkneſs for ever; even this Heart-rending Accent upon yoùf Miſery, that Light 
came into the World, and ye loved Darknels rather than Eight. The only Way 
to eſcape ſuch Miſery, is to believe in the Lord Jeſas.'Chriſt : God hath promis d 
to ſave thoſe that believe on him. Though heavenly! Glofy is. great beyond all 
Conception, and you unworthy of it beyond Conviction: God will beſtow it upon 
you, if you believe in his Son Fe/zs Ghrift : He invites and urges yu to come to 
Chriſt. The Deſign of the Goſpel is, to bring Sinners to Faith in Chailt ;/and-to 74 
this End is the —— of the Miniſtry appointed. As Miniſters of the Goſpel, i 
we exhort and beſcech you, by the Mercies of the living God; by the dear and 
glorious Name of our bleſſed Jeſus ; by the Riches of his Grace, and the ineſti- 
mable Value of his Blood; by the eternal Joys of Heaven, and. by the intermi- 
nable Torments of Hell; even by the intolerable Weight of double Vengeance and 
immortal Anguiſh, to believe our Report concerning Feſus Cbriſt. How long ſhall 
we lament and mourn your Unbelief?- Believe, and remove the Burden from our 


Hearts; turn our long continued Sorrows into endleſs Songs of Triumph: We blk 
ſhall have Occaſion to rejoice-with you, upon your believing ; Jeſus Chriſt: will 3s 
greatly rejoice in the Day of E/pou/als : God himſelf will take Delight in it; Hell 
will repine ; but Heaven and Earth will rejoice. To add no more, hereupon you 
will live in eternal Communion” with Father, Son, and Holy. Spirit: For which 
God, of his infinite Mercy, prepare us all, through Jeſus Chrift ; to whom be 
Glory and Dominion, World without End. Amen and AE” 3G 
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Its APPENDAGES opened; 


. | Lai-Ordination examined and N 


4 A N D 
j The validity of Pr eſbyterian ORD] N A T I 0 N 


vindicated : 
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In a Dfübende delivered immediately after the foregoing ; } 
1 - SERMON, and Pre do the Ordination of : 


1 Mr. BEN FAMIN. TALL MAG E. 


At e . Ofober 2 3, 1754. 
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1 | | Ecording'to Scripture Precedents, and Divine Iuſtitution; without * have; 
© p Right to _— the Duties of that Office, 
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| bin 55787 tO n er, urn ode nd e | 
ung dB HC afar 01 oe boron, 14nd ny 
- Chriſt tian Brethren — re 30 US [5% date bobs bs El * AHK 
8 N the” Sermon Joſt | now dehiyer's* from this awful Det; We have 
45 5 been er atertained; from the Word” of God, wir many precious 1 
055 hi bs, Well adapted: to improve 'our Minds; and affect our  % } 
„Ar ſuch, a Scafon as this,” And Duties of very great Im- 
05 Stars have been en urged, both upon Miniſters People, 2 F 
25 72338 with an agtteable Pertinsney and Pathos, ſuited to the Solemnity 
before us : 80 chat the Diſcouffe we have heard at this Time, ma 
Wonfidered as a ſacred Prelude to the Ordination by and by to de attended, in- 
no Bar ſhall appar to be in the Wag. con hob onthe | 
i kaut inaſmuc h as Ordinations to the Work br the Goſpel Minifry4Jard not iter 
Ent in theſe Parts of the Country; and, it way he preſumed, that fem, compara-# 
. even of this large Aſſembly, hare well ſtudied the Point: I conchute there 
1 that it will not be tho't improz r rior unſeaſonables and Hope, not alrogether 
y Fofitable, if I ſhould introduce the ſolemn Tränfaction before us, by opening? 
Nature of Ordination, with the Grounds''and Reaſons'of its Appendages ; and 
| add ſomething concerning rhe” Right” anck Port Er of Ordiriaion)cn ou 
order of Men to whom. i tony under theNewPeframent.. 15.1] 17 nord 
= Purſuance of Which Purpoſes, Would obferve; thäb che true Miniſters of ther 
d Jeſus Chriſt, are a ſacred Order, of Men; ſeparated to the ſpecial Service oÞ 
and his People, in the Goſpet of his dear Son; aecording to the Eaws and 
5 Ers of his Houle, which 7 l ChuteÞ\ of the ſi bing God! + For it is undoubted= 
| Pet This the” Office of, the Goipel Paſtor, is as really a ſacred Incloſure: 
n e K ation, Ae dle Agronicat Prieſthood was, under the Lawy 


3 "ih 


PEN 


inly And: rdf body imagine, that they — 
— to the W e of* the 1 from fome ſtrong Impulſes —— Impreſ- 
Is made upon their Minds ; Which (confidering the Diſorders and Exorbitances 
n of this Sort of Spirit and Complexion run into) are much more likely to come. 
4 m beneath than from above; it bein 9 that no Man may take this Ho- 
® f or to himſelf, but he that ( in Seple 5 cated ol God. as ws IHR BY AN 
d YT Art e, 
Hab. il. 6. BY 1 7275 57 „ b an Sigel en 51251 8 I og lf 1112 1 
Kl. Yah a Achs e e af pplies this Fext, referred to above, to ( our: 
5. Ned 84% 55 being invsſted with the Dice of Mediator; as appears vert g. nd 
R no ſpecial © or Amel Reference to the Ordination of Goſpel Mimfters::- Vet, 
by Jeſus Chriſt, the great Miniſter of the Sanctuary, and true Tabernacle, which 
dc pitched and x not Man, (Heb. iii, 2 2.) was ſolemnly: called, and introduced into 
& Office of his.N Mediation, by God* the Father; even in ſome Senſe, as Aaron, 
Who was. "not only q ualified and fitted for the Office of the Prieſthood, but conſecra- 
3 to the Duties Mt Services of that Office; by à Compliance with thoſeOrdinan. 
6 „ and an bſervation of thofe ſacred Rites; in that Caſe and for that Purpoſe 
app vera, by God t to be 9 or the Law, Exod. xxviii. xxix; Athen, cer- : 


7 


1 


4 in I no Man now, u upon any Prete nce ofan extraordinary Call, may venture up- 


Duties of the Paſtoral under the Goſpel; but Gem Perſons duly q 
hed and Heaney called; muſt b e ſeparited? to thoſe red Servicesby Ordination, 
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We according to the G — 1 h neepfolc 3d 
ö for all thoſe t Dae Cp 25 285 << or joy th 8 b 
This Door Þy which the true Miniſters of Chriit enter into the ſacred Ineloſur | > 
is Ordination, performed according to the Direction of the Holy Scripture, 3M 
thoſe who are allowed of God, to be pat in Nut with the Gofpel, ande chned! of 
commit che fame to faithful Men, RR be: able to ON e ide . mn Way 1 
a Succeſſion in the Goſpel Miniſtr 16. ept 5 in The e Chai He rei 
and will (no daubt) — 50 e the Wo r 170 5 mige Laa Die 
nation, of which yon may take * 0 1 At fo pitt 1 
; TheyOrdination; to the Wee — 15 1 Mie 55 ; 2.188 5 9 
tion, or Seriptural Introduction of a well. qui RA Gan 1 or Phe Nil, in oF 
the publick Profeſſion of that beg Pkg 177 7 regular 0 f cat intern 
Haier and Authority, which the Goſpel Pa or N from | ef, as Chrit ſt, the gre2 
King, and ſupreme Head of the Church; to whom all Poe: in! Hed 0 ig ati 
"2s; by God che Father. Sojthar, the KF RE, upon. | on, is in Wil 
vel ed with all the Powers of a. Goſpel, Miniſter, dern a e 00 6 delten v vil 
Chriſts evangelical. Kingdom in the Wor! Wied e "ga 2 
This Power; in all the Branches of. it, being owl e 3 n ms 
; in the Goſpel,-to all his Miniſters,” ecmes Garde him 5 Oy dne. F acher han ll 
given to, be Head over all Things to cl 77 aN not - from an, no, no 
from any.Number or Order. of Men 1 75 het er Rings Bi 995 Het 0 
-byter, Or Laick. In this Senſe, every Golpe : 0 e fad t Herd en, 
nor hy Man: But, as Haul days e Fog 8 die {eo ee 275 
-uibo-raifed bim from the Bead. al 1 11 2 x [i 371 510 5 2 
And yet, there is another Senſe in . =, 
may be ſaid to be by Men; inafmuch as th ir] 1120 Bok 110 8 
gular Exerciſe of that Power which they xeceyve; Fram Jeſu W 1 by - 
their Ordination. One of dene emm hraniaQens 7 1 195 Wilk it „ 
this preſent World And accor dingly, 9208 to be: ; Fr fem + reg Koh 
great Seriuſueſ and Devotion, u 9 {he F, = 1 1 5 d 3 
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ichuallthe.ore any ine Fete hap 7 


es Paul and Barnabas were e 10 Iniſtr e 17 as, Ft. 
BDuie informs us, Ads, xiii, 3. And * 150 120 Pg pros 55 and 1 Fr, heh 2 
rer * them, Nen /eus. them: aby. ft: * 10 1&3) bis _ 2 103: o 1410 ” i I 
5 Cade mort e 
mY ebm x. 1. 2. 1.79% ther 25 Fo 093 949 a ds earns i P 
4 71 xxviii. 20. 3 * Mat. ihe 5 in 7 115 | 35. . + 255˙ K e 7 
Jeſus Chriſt, as Mediator, being made Head over all Thi 85 to * Charch *Y 
by Delegation: from the Father, the ordinary Miniſters . of & hach derlte all the 
Powers from him, as really as the ne Fg tho 7. they 2 C2 510 8 72 5 e 
Powers an an orderly Way, as the Apoſtl les, di in „elk extraor dinary. U T A 
without Ordination by Men, But r as to ches Sons and Origine e e of „ 
1 are 1 nor — Mer. 12 an 3 * TE vs 1 
| af tho Het oly, 95 aud. = 1 h 85 al "FT 
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Faire as this Was hier — — 5 e Onjin 1 
thoꝰ extraordinary Miniſters- before ; ſo it was to be the ſtanding 
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I 1 Weide To it is ST y re; by TT ; in "a5-much 


loſun important Services o the Goſpel Miniſtry, 

re, and Communications, which are. neceſſary for 0 1 

med 4 ing their warfare State here below ; I 

Fe Wd more plentiful Communications of! 17 2 Life, Grace a 1 Soy C 
are a Fark and ſuccelsful Diſcharge of the ſacred. Taft 8.8 hes _ «4 
wa inifters of Chriſt, ( For the obe of which precio 9 05 17 7D 


al, 


old, Lots ſuch e efabions,, humble ourſelyes [ERP e 2 with 
. ; kun 62) 381 — * 
* or the lying on * of Hands, is a  Tacred Kite cf F Colon 10N 7 Nat Ras 
tn, uſed on various Occaſions, and to diverſe Parpoſes, in. Pimęs 9 1 5 as 
| E conferring the extraordinary Gifts of the Holy Gh oſt; SY. Nang, 1 895 | 
lous Cures. (4) Sometimes as a Token'of an 'Execration or rf 


FLAT -R 


Fatt ik e Caſe of the riclts laying ther Ges u 50 0 the! Heads 955 the Beat Acthat 
ond 18 fin as Sin- Offering under the Law : e) Add oft e ent y,. Fi 
3 MY edition; as might be ſhewn in a Variety off aſtapces: 1405 1 
on rt, it has been uled as a ſacred ite of Near fp he Perſon, 

hail 4» pom Hands are impoſed, is dedicated and ao hea 2000 unctign 31 

* no f d(diately relating to the Service of God and his People. Fhüs loſes . ad 
Prot nds upon 72 when he ſet him over the Congregation of / 53 3, chen ung 
et, 4 I heocratica Government, and gave. bim à Charge, Nui, Nei 23.2 And thus 
= has been already obſerved) Paul and Barnabas (though extraordinar Minit ers 
17, fore) were ordained. to the Miniſtry of the. Gentiles, | as Me ye 

off 4 ce in thelike ſacred Form.. 2 5 Ps 1 177 * 
I” 1. Wing on of Hands in Ordination, ſeems to be defigned par ly as 1 Token of 
A. 10 1 Candidate's Conſecration, or ſolemn Separation to the facred miniſſerig] Fung-, 
iin n and partly as a ſacred Rite of Benediction, Ts g out the particular P 

Wi # 39 tho, in this ſolemn Tranſaction, 15 recommended to'the Gina Ble no. 

And 8 Ea to ancient Patterns of chis Kind, both und ler "the; Old-Teſtany 

48. S. In both, the Miniſters of Religion engaged i in the Solenznities F an Orc = 


"i Bon, obſerve a divine Inſtitution, and thereby expreſs "their. 'Dependance. upon 
Pod's Preſence and Bleſſing, to ſucceed the Perſon upon whom they lay their Hands, 


; the great Work to which he is thus devoted, For which Purpoſe, by ſolemn, 

Prayer, with Faſting, they offer up their Regus to'God; that he mig OY be made; 
able, faithful and ſucceſsful Miniſter of © New-Teftainents 500 fe e Letter % 
arch, Wt of the Spirit; (g) thereby recommending bim to the Grace of God, (that, 

7; i Help obtained from Heaven, he might fulfil the Minitry he "2 
en Help obtained from Heaven, he might the iniſtry e eceives of, 8 
nde if Bord Jeſus, to teſlify the Goſpel « of the Grace of God. ( 7 Zn + 3 
ter, This ſacred Rite of laying on of Hands in Ordination, tho it may be 100% A 
er, on by ſome, to be a Matter of little Weight and Conſequence ; and, 9 ſet- 


a aſide the Confideration'of divine Inſtitution, it. is ſmall, in compariſon.of the, 
her ſolemn Acts of Devotion, that go into the Conſtitution 5 of! ar plar £9 5 
1 Gra] Ordination; Vet. it cannot (as T canceive) be _ negleG Qed wit out Sin. For 
is of ſuch Importance, i in the ſolemn Tranſaction, that the Whole of Ordination eta 
ſometimes expreſs'd by it; as may- be ſeen in St. pars Caution to Timorby, with 
Aspect to the Perſons he ſhould ordain, 1 * v, 22. Lay N * on = 
Ma 


1130 6 O42 
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wg l 
| 10 1 Tim. . . vi. 20. (0. 40. xiv. 155 c) vin. 17, 18. 19 1d) Har A 
mM iS of AF. XXviii. 8. Te 8). Exad. Air ro," | Fs xlyiii, 314: ater, oF; « 48. 1 
8 Of 1 2 Cor. iu. 6. c=) 42. BY. 26. ( Cel. i 10 7 Add. . 5 he 
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Mak Ad priba ly thi 2 Kas ſeen fit to make Uſe of this ſacred fie 
dave Fe 3 177 1 Ordination,” tc ut an Honour upon the ee 
55 £0 add Force and Weit to it, as an Gs and Token of ( office Power in che 
| ainers. wg ougn 
Thus much of the Nature of Ordination ; | the Eſſence of which lies' Principally 7 , 
zn the Thing: sI have mentioned. . 1 
"Bk then, s to the Appendages of G e it may be added, That the Can. 1 . 
thus eien fe febafated to the ſacred Function of the Golpel Miniftry, i . 
W Pray er yy ing on of Hands, is now to be conſidered as one in. WP 
dad with an the Powers of ü e Goſpel-Paſtor and Teacher. And, accordingly, WW 
it is not only reaſonable, but. en to Scripture, chat a ſolemn Charge ſhould oY 1 
be addteſſed to him, in the Name of the Lord. leck! 
be Work of the Miniſtry is of vaſt Weight and Importance the Difculties, 5 i 
Diſcouragements and Temptations that Miniſters meet with, in this arduous and þ 
alt Work, are many, very, many, and very great: And Miniſters are Men of 
like' TG, 9292 and finful Imperfections with other Men. 5 How: expe- # 
fl n, and neceflary is it, that the great and important Duties of their ſacred f 
9 uld be urg ed and inculcated upon them, by a ſolemn Charge, a agree- 
5 Precedents Such as that of St. Paul to Timothy, in his 2d Epiſt. coil 
| At the Beginning: Which you may take as a Specimen, in theſe Wo ds, wr 
- age thet therefore, before God, and the Lord Feſus Chrift, who all judge 
bs Ouick ard the Dead, 47 bit appearing and his Kingdom : Preach the Wore rd, bel 
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4 Tho' this rder has: TOY my by 2 13 humble . 4 
nion, there would be a greater Propriety in giving the Right Hand of Fellowſhip 4 

before the Charge. Foraſmuch as the Candidate ordained, ſhou!d be owned and 

acknowledged to be'a Miniſter of Chfift, before a Charge is addreſſed to him as dach. 1 
1 Co 7. Rev. i 9. x 
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R. ite, We ria bis 75% Right Hands. of Felloarfhip, that: wt Gould go unte the Gentiles, and 
ion; te thr" Cirewmcifion:--+ Accordingly, whatever Part of Chriſt s Vineyard his 
n the ¶ baffadors are employed in, whether as fd Paſtors, 1 ri 
Mit to own, eſteem, and treat one another as Fellow-Labourers, 5 Fellow-Hel- 
pally Pp, * and Brethren beloved; . and ſhould be received 10 all the Churches of 
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a, wherever they are called to labour, whether Rated 


Can M Neger of God, | | and Miniſters of Ohriſt. 4 ne Ig e 
firy, MPuthermore, in-as- much as there are Duties of very great Importance, incumbent 
N cc I Ne" 
gly, MPitters of Religion; it is tho't proper by many, that as a ſolemn Charge is? 252 
ould e Miniſter upon his Ordination; ſoa particular Exhortation ſhould be addreſ- 
into the People, over and above what may have been offered to theſe Pu ſes | 
ties e Ordination Sermon. And I perſuade myſelf, that none will think ſuc] an 
H rrtation unſuitable or unſeaſonable upon an Ordination Day. 
us I have given you ſome Account of the Nature of Ordination, with its ap- 


ages: The various Articles of which, you may ſee exemplified, in the Ordina- 
ae... 
chall now (with as much Brevity as is conſiſtent with any good Degree of Perſpi- 
and Evidence) ſay ſomething concerning the Office and Character of thoſe. 
have a Right, according to the Goſpel Conſtitution, to ſeparate others to the 
ervice of the evangelical Miniſtry, by ſuch an Ordination as I have deſcri-. 


5 + — 
* 2 : « 4 * 


e ially, that relate to poſitive Inſtitutions, which ought to be determined by 7 
Laiitb the Lord, or what is equivalent thereunto ; and not by the Suffrage of 
 Aquity, or Judgment of Men, be they of never ſo great Fame. 


Ind here, being perſuaded that I have good Ground, not only from Reaſon but 


"Uk Septure, I ſcruple not to aſſert and declare, negatively, . 

hat the Right and Power of Ordination does not belong to che Laity, ſo called, 
ay of Diſtinction from the Clergy, who are inveſted with the Powers of the 

e el Paſtor and Teacher. For, altho' Prayer be a moral Duty incumbent uppen 

in Nen, according to the Dictates of the Light of Nature; and exp reſsly eryoined, | 

ohh Scripture, upon thoſe that enjoy the Light of divine Revelation, even. 

Emn Prayer, with Faſting, upon ſome ſpecial Occaſions ; Yet, ſuch ſolemn Prayer, 

wth the Impoſſtion of Hands in Ordination, has ſomething in it of poſitive Right; 

is an Act and Exerciſe of Office- Power in the Church of Chriſt ; Conſequently, 

mot belong to Laymen, who have neither Part nor Lot in this Office- Power. 

the Pleas therefore that have been or can be made in Favaur of Lai- Ordination, 

net juſtify thoſe Laymen, nor clear them from a profane and preſamptuous In- 

Hon of the miniſterial Office, who venture upon the ſolemn. Formalities of Ordi- 

on; fince there is not ſo much as.one Precept or Precedent for it, in all the 

JL. RFptures of the New. Teſtament :. But it is plain enough limitted to thoſe that are 

” ified with the Office of the Golpel-Paſtor, as one, ſpecial Article or Branch of 

gr Oftice-Power. (a) © , jg” I 


LF 


ee, iii. 2. Philem. i. 24. * 2 Cor. viii. 23. f 2Pet. iii. 15. 
2 Chron. xxxvi. 16. Mal. ii. 7. + 1 Cor. iv. 1 1 4900 

a) As Mo/es was admoniſhed of God, when he was about to make the Taber- 

P ls; to make all Things according to the Pattern ſhewed to him in the Mount, 

d vii. 5. compare Exed. xxv, 4. nothing was left to his own Invention, Nor- 

„ ale Fancy of the Workmen, or to the People's Humour: But the Will of God, . 


| :tion does belong to; or who are inveſted with Power from Chriſt to ordain othen 
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Igo on therefore to ſhew you, poſitively, who Right and Power of Ordinz 9 . 
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to the ſacred Service of the Goſpel Mini. — - AW 


was to be religiouſly obſerved.in every Article and Punctilio: So, undoubtedly, 1. 
is the Duty of the Goſpel Church, and her Miniſters, exaQly to obſerve and ſtrid. ll I 
ly to adhere to all the Inſtitutions of Chriſt made Known, either by himſelf or hi 
ipſpired Apoſtles, under the New- Teſtament. All his Orders muſt be obſerved i 
and Ordinances ad miniſtred according to his 1 z which is to be learned 
either from Precepts or Examples, or both. That fruction of Chriſt to his Mini # 
ſters and Churches, Mat. xxviii. 20. to obſerve all Things whatſover he has com. 
manded us, is of the ſame Import with that Admonition to Moſes, mentioned above; 
and is ſolemnly enforced by thoſe awfal Words wherewith nor only the Book o! Wa 
Sk. Jebn's Revelation, but the ſacred Canon of Holy Scripture is cloſed, Reb. xxi, 
18, 19. For 1teftiry unto every Man that heareth the Words of the Prophecy of thi: 8 
Book, if any Mar ball add unto theſe Things, God ſhall add unto him the Plague "if 
that are <written ini this Book. And if any Man ſhall take away from the Words. 
the Book of this Prophecy, God./bail take away his Part out of the Book of Life, ani "WW 
ent of the Holy City, and from th: Things «yhich are written in this Boat. 3 
Now it is certain, that Goſpel Churches, and the Office of Goſpel Miniſters, 2 
well as the publick Ordinances they adminiſter, are Matters of Divine Inſtitution; 
and tho' in them the Duties of natural Worſhip are attended and performed, yet that 1 
which relates to Modes, Orders and Ordinances; is principally, if not wholly, 


— % 


TR 7 . : {'. 0 and a n * # . 
Matter of poſitive Right; being founded in, and ſpringing fr ve the Hovereign 2 


Pleaſurę of the great Head and King of the Church. N 7 
This is the Caſe with Reſpect to Goſpel Miniſters, whether ordinary or extraor- 
dinary; they are Chriſt's Aſcenſion Gifts, Eph. iv. 8, 11, 12. God, by him, "uf 
| hath ſet them in the Church, 1 Cor. xii. 28. Now how ſhould we have known "8 
what Officers Chriſt hath fet in his Church, had not he revealed it? Or that any) 4 
one, as well as another, might not have been a Teacher, contrary to that of the 
Apoſtle, ver. 29, 30. Are all Apoftles ? Are all Prophets? Are all Teachers ? c. 
And then, tho' Reaſon may diate ſome Things, with Reſpe& to their neceſlar; hs 
Qualifications, as divine Revelation has more fully done: Yet, how ſhould we oi 
have known in what Way and Manner, and.by whom, they are to be introduced 
into the ſacred Function, if the Mind of Chriſt herein, was not made known to u; *{ 
in the New-Teftanient ? Svrely we muſt have been at a Loſs. But as Mo/es was "i 
faithful to him that appointed him, in all his Houſe, as a Servant, fo Chriſt being a 
more ſo, as a Son over his own Houſe; .{ Heb..1ii. 2, 5, 6.) hath given us ſufficien: '@ 
Direction, not only as to the Manner of, but alſo, as to the Order of Men that ar: 
niir. W "6+: 
And if we ſhould examine all the Ordinations of which there is any Account in '*# 
the New-Teſtament, we ſhall find that they were performed by Goſpel Miniſteis, .off 
either ordinary or extraordinary, and, not the leaſt Intimation of one Layman con. ab 
cerned in them as an Ordainer. Even f the firſt Seven Deacons choſen by the "MF | 
Church were ordained by the Apoſtles, Ack. vi. 6. And they (the Apoſtles) no al 
doubt, ordained many others to the Miniſtry of the Word and Sacraments, $£c. ll 
until the Church was furniſhed with a ſufficient Number of Miniſters, to manage Uf 
this Branch of the miniſterial Office; and then we find the ordinary Miniſters ß 
the Goſpel, engaged in the ſolemn Work of Ordination, according to divine Di- Fat 
rection. For thus St. Paul, under the Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, writes to Timo- 
thy, as one allowed of God, to be put in Tiuſt with the Goſpel; and directs him to 
commit the ſame to faithful Men, who ſhould,þe ible to teach others alſo, 2 Tim. ii f 1 
2-3 6 MST ud | Hood OE ß compared ge 
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aaperior to the Preſbyterian Order... - | 
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It was a celebrated Saying of Dr. Ufer, that Ordinis eff Ordinare: And I think 
evident, from what has been ſaid, that it belongs to the miniſterial Office, as 
'MFinſeparable Branch of it. And if we examine the principal Pleas made in Favour 
eis, MLai-Ordination, and lay them in the Ballance againſt what has been offered 
re, we ſhall find them to be light and trivial. | | | 
If the Church's Right of Election, be pleaded in Favour of Lai-Ordination, 
inſt what has been ſaid above, as it is by ſome, who ſay, If the Church or Peo- 
have a Right to chuſe their own Miniſter, which is the Greater, then they have 
Power to ordain him which is the Leſſer: I anſwer, | | 
Tho' it be allowed that the Church or People have a Right to chuſe their own 
tor, under proper Limitarions ; ſuch in particular, as ſubmitting the Qualifica- 
Ins of the Candidate, to the Examination, Judgment, and Approbation of the 
Meſbytery, or proper Miniſters of Religion, who muſt be allowed to be the moſt 
oper Judges: Yet, it is a Matter of Diſpute, whether Election be, in every Reſpect, 
*Weater than Ordination; I trow e yet, allowing it to be ſo, It wy not 
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ting on of his Hands. 
that thou 
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; Hence I think it is evident, that the Church 
. to which Chrift refers here, is the Church to whom he has committed the Keys, 38 
and a Power of exerciſing them; and this cannot be meant of a Church without W8# 
her Officers : For the Keys both of Doctrine and Diſcipline, are committed to the WF { 
Church as organized, and ſo capable of exerciſing them, as is evident from Mat. % . 
c 


* 


xXviii. 18. or rather to the Miniſters and Officers of the Church, ſee Mat. xvi. 19. WR 
And if this be the Caſe (as undoubtedly it is) the objected Text will be ſo far from 

favouring, that it will militate againſt Lai- Ordination: For it is the Miniſters and WW 
not the People that are to exerciſe the Power of the Keys. As in other Inſtances, <8 
o in this of opening the Door, and introducing well-qualified Candidates into the © 
facred Incloſure of the Goſpel Miniſtry by Ordination ; 157 

But ſome may further object, and plead the Neceſſity of Lai- Ordination in ſome WF 
Inſtances; as particularly, in the Caſe of a Number of Chriſtians being caſt on a 

deſolate Iſland, or providentially removed from the Reſt of the Chriſtian World, at FF 

fuch a Diſtance, that Ordination by Miniſters cannot be obtained, tho' they have TY 

one among them otherwiſe qualified to be their Teacher. To which I anſwer, 

R | That!] very much Queſtion, whether any ſuch Caſe ever has been or ever will be 3X 

true in Fact, of a Number of Chriſtians, ſo ſeparated from the Reſt of the Chriſtian 

World (in a Place where they might have the Liberty of attending the Ordinances i 

ef Chriſtianity) that Ordination by the Hands of Preſbyters, might not be obtained n 

in due Time, tho' not ſo ſoon as might be wiſh'd. And that which very much 8 

ſtrengthens the Doubt is this, that Jeſus Chriſt, who not only knew what the State Mee 
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put. ſcans, be allowed as true in FaRt ; for this plain Reaſon, becaule/a Perſon or: 
ance. Wd once, according to the Golpel Conſtitution, is, by Virtue-'of that Ordina- 4 
andi, i inveſted with all the Powers of a Goſpel Miniſter. It would therefore be ab- 


ini. d land unreaſonable to repeat the Solemnity, if not wretched trifting, and an 
ither ous Profanation of the ſacred Ordinance; there being no Occaſion for it. And. 
au, latter be admitted, as ſome would have it, that the Apoſtle and Preſbytery  } 
Or-: united, and acted, in Conjunction in Timothy's Ordination ;- then, fince we 4 
, by no Marks of Diſtin&ion between the Apoftle's Power, and the Power of the 
1 Freſk tery in this Ordination, there is 1 to conclude; that St. Paal 1 
— in his ordinary Capaeity, as a Preſpyter or Elder; for ſo the Apoſtles, (and 
dave aal among the Reſt) ſometimes did, as might be made evident from ſundry 


ging ges in the Acts of the Apoſtles. 5 It is indeed evident, beyond ans, te 

ece- ny 2 15 4 e | they? 

ſing 4 1 2 BEEP VO RT j —— 7 24>: OR I 43x 5 
1 50 of el e Chriſtian Church in all its Branches, from its firſt Erection, and of all theChil- 
tion M of God, even to the End of the World, would be, but was faithful in all his 
vith Houſe as a Son; has made no Proviſion for any ſuch Caſe. But if fuch a Caſe is, or * 
mo- f be, (in my humble Opinion) it is the Duty of a People, under ſuch Circum- 


Mes, to wait upon and worſhip God, in ſuch Duties of Religion as they may and: 
r to attend without a Paſtor, and not to profane a ſacred Inſtitution, that they 
ma: enjoy ſpecial Ordinances ; which would be doing Evil that Good might. 
bs 0 It. | | | < 


. 


p- Wand, immoral, &c. And therefore, they muſt come out from amon aer 
fay, 


ef. ref; but much more ſo in thoſe that ſuſtain the ſacred Character of Goſpel Miniſters. 
ch indeed, Hereſy and groſs Immorality, wil diſqualify them for the ſacred: 
ys, Mf•etion; and a Separation from them may be juſtified, if they are not fuſpended; 
ut Mh ought to be done. But then, is this the Caſe of all? No, bleſſed be God, there 
he goodly Number of orthodox, pious, zealous and judicious Miniſters of Chrift in 
2+, ns Land, even in this corrupt Age. And it is very evident, that thoſe who make 
9. Wig Plea, to juſtiſy their ſinful Separations, and impious Invaſions of the miniſterfal 
m ee, not only run into ſuch wild Extravigancies as are a Reproach to Reaſon 


id human Nature; but ſome of them into groſs Immoralities. And it certainly 
s, Meerns them, to conſider how they ſhall be able to account to the Judge of all, ſor 


ic Mr unjuſtifable Separations, and unſeriptural Ordinations, when this Enquiry 
_ mal be made, By what Authority doſt thou theſe Things ? And who gave thee 
2 Wy Authority ? = . | | . 
As it is indiſputably evident, that the Apoſtles, as Miniſters of Chriſt, ſuſtaĩ- 
| REG a two-fold Character, the one extraordinary, which was that of an Apoſtle 
the Scripture Senſe of that Office, and the other ordinary, namely, that. 
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e N . 8 * 2 EY | : ; 
oF Preſbyter or Elder; ſo it may be nde ſufficiently plain, by a Variety of in. 

de Hanices, that they acted in both theſe different Capacities, ſometimes in the one, 

n Ald ſometimes in the other. One or two Inſtances in both Caſes may be mention- 


here. The firſt is that of St. Peter, who, in the Caſe of Ananias and Sapphira, 


U 
, £ 


d Ming in the extraordinary Capacity of an Apoſtle, under the immediate Direction 
che Holy Ghoſt, diſcovered their Sacrilegious Fact, and wretched Falſhood, 
Wcerned the Wickedneſs of their Hearts, and, by the apoſtolick Rod, punrihed” 
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* they ſuſtained the Character of Elders or Preſpyters: St. Peter, that eminent Ap; N 
ſtle of the Circumciſion, expreſsly calling himſelf ſo in his firſt Epiſtle, 5th Cha if 1 
at the Beginning; and St. John, the favourite Diſciple too, in his zd and 3d Epi 
tles. And it is more than probable, that they frequently acted in that Capacity . 
And if this was the Caſe of St. Paul in Trmothy's Ordination, it was no more tha, 
2 Preſbyterian Ordination: For tho' St. Paul was an Apoſtle, yet his Hand, in th 
, fuppoſed Caſe, is to be conſidered as that of a Preſbyter. VVV“. 
But the Gift of God, which Timothy received by the putting on of the Apoſtle; 


Hands, was (as I humbly conceive) ſomething diſtinQ-from his Ordination: I'ſ2 


2 
3 
9 
* 
* + 5 


quite diſtinct from his Ordination; which, according to the Prophecies that wen 
before of him, was performed by the laying on of the Hands of the Preſbytery.; 
But he received the extraordinary Gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, by the putting on « 
the Apoſtle's Hands; and this I conclude, is the Gift intended in the laſt cited Ten $M 
to Timothy. Aud if this was the Caſe, (which is moſt probable) then St. Paul hai 
no Hand at all in Timothy's Ordination, as an Ordainer. But the whole Solemnit; Wh 
was managed and performed-by'the Preſbytery ; and ſo (ſtrictly ſpeaking) it Wa 
wholly a Preſbyterian Ordination. | TIS SEM 6: notre; cu. 
And accordingly, all the Ordinations we have an Account of in the New-Teſta he 
ment, were performed by Preſbyters, or Men acting in that Character and Ca jw# 
acity. By ſuch were Paul and Barnabas ordained, tho' extraordinary Miniſten Pl 

— as I have already obſerved, Ads. xiii. 1, 2, 3. And as ſuch they ordained - ll 
others, 4. xiv. 23. By ſuch was Timothy ordained, as is abundantly evident fron all 
what has been already faid;. Such were Timothy and Titus, and as ſuch they wert ax 75 
directed to ordain others; See 2 Tim, ii. 2. Tit. i. 85. 15 _— 
et] [1 b | | | Ys | Now ths 


them with immediate Death, Ad. v. 1.---10. Of the ſame Kind, tho' different in 
Degree, was the Puniſhment inflited by St. Paul upon Elymas the Sorcerer, for 
perverting the right Ways of the Lord, Ac. xiii. 8,---11. To which TI may add, gat 
that the Apoſtles acted in their extraordinary Character, when they conferred the MF 
miraculous Gifts of the Holy 8 being a Power and Honour peculiar to them. 
AZ. viii. 14,----21. But then, at other Times, we find the Apoſtles acting in their *M 
ordinary Capacity, as Preſbyters. This is clear in that famous Synod or Council, wk 
held at Feruſalem, to decide the Controverſy that had riſen in the Church of 
Antioch, concerning Circumciſion, and the Obſervation of the ceremonial Law : IM 
Ob which we have an Account, Ad. xv. The Members of this Council, were the Ul 
Apoſtles and Elders of the Church of Jeruſalem, ver. 6. The Matter of Controverſy 0 
(it ſeems) was largely debated in this Synod ; and to ripen Things for a Determi- OFF 
nation, we find ſundry of the Apoſtles, firſt Peter, then Paul and Barnabas, after vet 
that James, reaſoning upon the Caſe, and after that giving their Judgment, ver. It 
7,-----29. Whereas, had they acted in their extraordinary Character, they might, 88 
as infallible Guides of the Church, have determined the Caſe by their apoſtolick /# 
Authority, under the immediate Direction of the Holy Ghoſt ; and added ſome 10k 
extraordinary Confirmation of their Determination, if needful. | _ 
| 1 Tim. i. 18. It ſeems there had been Propheſies before of Timothy, that he Bl 
|, fhouldbe taken into the Miniſtry, and prove eminent in the ſacred Calling!; and 
for this Reaſon, I conceive, the Gift of the Miniſtry is ſaid to be given to him by 
Prophecy, with the laying on of the Hands of the Preſbytery. f 1 Tim. iv. 14. 

+ 2 Tim. i. 6. 5 „ . - . 
They were not Apoſtles nor Dioceſan Biſhops, but ſtated Miniſters in the W 
Church at Antioch, of equal Authority, tho' ſome, if not all of them, might be wi 
endued with extraordinary Gifts, in that Age of Miracles. ar 
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27% ow, from theſe. Scripture Precedents, without the Additjon of any more, it is 
Cha Jent, that the Right and Power of Ordination does belong to Preſbyters as ſueh g 
Epi che ordinary ſtanding Miniſters of the Goſpel; ſuch as are called Paſtors and 
acid chers, Epb. iv. 11. But moſt frequently deſcribed by the Character of Pre- 
e tha rs or Elders; 4 and ſometimes called Biſhops : For the ſame Perſons that 
in th Mralled Elders in one Place, are called Biſhops in another; they being anly 
.. . Jiſtinct Names or Characters for one and the ſame Officer, in the Church of 
ale ia; as may be ſeen in 42. xx. ver. 17, compared with the 28th," Tie, 1.48. 
112 IS the 7th, and elſewhere. FT 4 266 9 
Wen nd cheſs are the Officers to whom the Right and Power of Ordination does be- 
pry as 1-obſery'd but ju . ORIG OE UL ATC] RNCIRRG 
Ind, indeed, it muſt belong to them, or to none. For altho' human and civil 
Ter QfMitutions have multiplied, and made a great Diſtinction of Officers, with which 
That Site Churches are burdened, if not corrupted ; $ and which the Holy Scriptures 
nnit w nothing of: Yet, by divine Inſtitution, there are no Officers in the New Teſta- 
t wa ht Church, inveſted with the Powers of the Goſpel Paſtor, "ſuperior to Preſby- 
tor Elders ; nor have there been any ſince the apoſtolick Ape. For the apoſto- 
eſta Office expired with the Perſons of the Apoſtles; and they have no Succeffors 
cir extraordinary Character, as Apoſtles, but in their ordinary Capacity as 
ters onl 7. . ee ee de 
2 Bis e e of no ſmall Importance in the preſent Subject of Enquiry, 
ves ſome particular Attention: And it might be argued, with a ſatisfying De- 
wen of Clearneſs, from the Way and Manner in which the Apoſtles were ſent forth- 
their extraordinary Ambaſly, as Apoſtles ; there having been none from 
Nov cha T ime to this, that ever received the ſame Miſſion immediately from Chriſt, in 
— extraordinary Way and Manner as the Apoſtles did; of which we have an 
ont in John xx. 21, 2ꝝ2. AP '. 
for nt left I offend by too great a Degree of Prolixity, I ſhall wave this Argument' 
add and put the Evidence of the Point upon a Conſideration of two extraordinary 
© oh ae boon ⁵⁵¼ bot Lo Qualifcations, 
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ncil, 1. 111. 1, 2. ö „ eee EGO 0cJ-1D EG ach; 00 b 
h of As the Names“ of Biſhop and Preſbyter are-promiſcuouſly uſed in the New 
aW: Iſtament, as deſcriptive! of the Goſpel Paſtor and Teacher, or the ordinary ſtan- 
the Mg Minifters of Chriſt ; fo from an Identity of Names, may be argued an Identity 
erſy SO fices. Fhus in 42. xx. St. Paul having ſent to Epheſus, and called the Elders, 
1- hat Church to IMiletas, where he then was, ver, 17, gives them this Charge, 
fer St 28. Take, Heed therefore unto yourſelves, and to all the Flock, over avhich the, 
ver. My Ghef bath made you Oversttrs' (Biſhops in the Original) 0. feed the Church 
zht, Moa, Cc. From which it is evident, that the Government of the Church of Ephe- 

as committed to a Plurality of Elders, or Preſbytery, and not to a ſingle Per- 


* 


me {0k or Dioceſan Biſhop ; and conſequently, that Preſbyters have a Power of Ordina- 
_ il, fince nay” yt of Ordination and Government go together. Yea, that they 
he 199 a Right by Scripture to all thoſe Powers which Chriſt: has granted to any of 
landing Miniſters, by what Character ſoever they are ceſcribed. 
by Ind the Apoſtle having (in Tir. i. 5, 6.) laid down ſome of the Qualifications of 
14. the Elders, whom he left Titus to ordain in every City or Church at Crete, gives this 
| Wer ſon ver. 7.) for inſiſting on thoſe Qualifications, For a Biſhop muſt be blame 
the A, @s the Steward of God, &c. which would be no Reaſon at all, unleſs the Apo- 
be intended the ſame Officer by the Biſhop, ver. 7. as he did by the Elders, ver. 5. 
inveſted with the ſame Powers; both of Ordination and Juriſdiction. 
Arxchbiſhops, Dioceſan Biſhops, Deans, Chapters, Prebends, Archdeacons, 
ons, Vicks, Curates, . on One „ 4083) 
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galifications, eſſentially neceſſary to conſtitute an Apoſtle, in the Scripture Senſe ul 
that Character; which have long ſince ceaſed, and are not to be found among 
any Order of Men upon Earth. n _—_ 
One of which Qualifications, was: a Sight of Jeſus Chriſt, with the Eyes of the nl 
Body after-his Reſurrection: Not that all Sole who thus ſaw Chriſt were Apoſtles : * 
No, they muſt have an apoſtolick Miſſion, with other eſſential Qualifications be. 
langing-to an Apoſtle. | But without this none could be Apoſtles, . in the true Scrip. 
ture Senſe of that Character and Office. For one main Article of that Buſineſs, 
which the Apoſtles were ſent forth upon, was. to be Witneſſes of the Death and I 
Reſurrection of Jeſus Chriſt. Important Facts, upon which the Truth, the Hopes, 
and the Comforts: of our Holy Religion eminently depends] Now it being requi- 
ſite that Witneſſes ſhould be able to teſtify to a Truth or Matter of Fact, from thai a 
own perſonal Knowledge; it was. therefore one neceſſary Qualification. of an i 
Apoſtle, that he had.ſeen Jeſus after his Reſurrection, that ſo he might be a good 
Evidence of his n himſelf to be the Son of God, with Power, by his "WM 
Reſurrection from the Dead. F 3 VPP 
Hence, when the Vacancy. in the College of the Apoſtles, made by the Treaſon ami 
of Judas, + was to be filled up, it was required as a.neceſſary Qualification in the 
Perſon that ſhould ſupply it, that he was one who had accompanied with the Apo- 
tles, all the Time that the Lord Jeſus. went in and out among them; beginning 
from the Baptiſm of Jobn, unto that ſame Day that he was taken up from them ; al 
that he might be a Witneſs with them of Chriſt's Reſurrection: See 4#: 1. 21, 22. 
Upon this Account, the Apoſtle Paul had an extraordinary Viſion of Chriſt, af. dM 
ter his Reſurrection; not only in. his Journey to Damaſcus, || but when he wa im 
caught up into the third Heaven, à where we may ſuppofehis' Sight of Chriſt, 
was more immediate and full. And he, as a Witneſs of Chriſt's Reſurrection, 
could ſay, laſt of all, He. awas ſeen -of me alſo, as one born i. e. to the apoſtolick 
Office) out of due Time, 1 Cor, xv. 8. And ypon this Footing, challenged thoſe that i 
diſputed his Apoſtleſhip, in ſuch Language as this, Am I nat an Apoſile-? Have! ll 
not [cen Jeſus Chrift our Lord:? 1 Cor. ix. . = ae <p 
Thus much for the preſent, of the firſt extraordinary Qualification of an Apoſtle, 4M 
in his peculiar and diſtinguiſhed Character. Ru Cid oo os 
| Moreover, that the Apoſtles might be enabled to produce. inconteſtible Creden- 
tials of their extraordinary Miſſion and Authority; another pre-requiſite Qualif. #* 
cation, was their being furniſhed. with the extraordinary Gifts of the Holy, Gho#i, ## 
that ſo they might have Power to confirm the new and ſublime Doctrines the 
ſhould preach, and the ſurpriſing Facts, they ſhould declare by miraculous Opera 
%%% ↄ / tu oh bins: ned Üc¼̃]QA.. C ̃ ꝙ . ˙ A oi 
That Branch therefore of their Commiſſion, by which they aQed in their, e, 
traordinary Character, as Apoſtles, ſeems to be the moſt plainly and fully expreſſed 8 
by our Lord Redeemer, in the forecited xxth of John, ver. 21. where, ſpeaki g 
to the Apoſtles, he ſaid, As the Father hath ſent me, even. ſo ſend 1 you. For it fol 
lows, ver. 22. And when be had ſaid this, he breathed on them, and ſaid, receive i 
the Holy Ghoft, © Which muſt be meant of the miraculous. Gifts of the Holy Ghof 
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* Chriſt was ſeen after his Reſurrection, by many that were not Apoſtles, Ma“ e 
xxviii. 9. 1 Cor. xx, 6. I Rem. i. 4. + Ack. i. 25. || 48. ix. 3,---8. F 2 Cor. xi . 
I,---7.: And as St. Paul had an extraordinary Viſion of Chriſt at both thoſe Seaſon: e 
{o he had an extraordinary Miſſion.: See Ad. xxvi. 16, 17, 18. correſpondent u apa 
—_ 2 ĩ - V | | PP 
In the ſtricteſt Senſe (ſays Mr. Hemy) this is a ſpecial Commiſſion to th - 
Apoſtles themſelves, and the firſt Preachers of the Goſpel; who (being endued w Li (cr 
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Senſe not of his ſaitifjing Influences; for they had received the-Holy Ghoſt, as 4 


nong it of Sanftification: before this: But now had a Specimen and Earneſt of the 
ee plentiful Effuſions of the Holy Ghoſt, in his extraordinary Gifts and Powers 
f the r Chriſt's Aſcenſio . ad CE 10s. 
es: Accordingly, we find that they were not allowed to enter upon their extraor- 
s be. ry Miniſtry, until they had received thoſe extraordinary Gifts, in a more plenti. 
crip. 8 


Opes, 7 


ye in the City of Jeruſalem, until ye be endued with Power from on higb; as 
Luke informs us in the xxivth, Chap. of his Goſpel, at the 49th Verſe. And 
2qui- Þ ef ing (I ſuppoſe) to the ſame Time, in AZ. i. 4, 5. tells us, that He (Jeſus being 
their a 2 <vith tbem (the Apoſtles whom he had choſen) commanded them that they 
of an J not depart from Jeraſalem, but wait for the Promiſe of the Father, which, 
be, ye hawe heard of me.. For, John truly baptized with Mater; but ye ſhall be 


ood of 3 
. i 
OE neon Frome, after 22s ba Cond in comm ajuniten.s a 


and ſuperabundant Meaſure. Our Bleſſed Lord, therefore, (a little before his 
tenſion) faid. unto. them, Behold I ſend the Promiſe of 2 Father upon y : But 


ized awith .the. boly Ghoſt, not many Days ence, * And then adds, ver. 8. 77 


aſon aſl me, both in Jeruſalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unta the uttermaſt 
the „ the Earth, „ | 

pol. n Obedience, therefore, to their divine Maſter's Command, the Apoſtles waited | 
ning he City of 7eru/alem, till the Day of. Pentecoſt, ; and then entered upon their 
em; lick Miniſtry, as may be ſeen in the Aas of the Apoſtles ; being plentifully 


w Wiſhed with che miraculous Gifts of the holy Ghoſt; ſuch as are enumerated by 
Paul in 1 Cor. xii. 8; 9, 10. For to one is given bythe Spirit the Word of Wildem ; 
votber the Word of Knowledge by the ſame Spirit; to another Faith by the ſame 


arift, y Vit; to another the Gifts of Healing by the ſame Spirit; to another the Working 
Miracles; to another Prophecy; to another the Diſcerning of Spirits; to another - 


lick #1 11 ers Kinds of Tongues ; to another the Interpretation of Tongues. 


that Mrhus, I have ſet before you, two-of the extraordinary, but yet eſſential Quali- 
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ry 


apy ears: from what has been ſaid; with this View, to ſhow you that they, as 


file, 4Þoftles, have no Succeſſors in the Chriſtian: Church; but that their apoſtolick 
len 
uf 
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Xt rraordinary as well as ſanctifying Influences than had been known before, is 
e great Promiſeof the New. And as the Spirit comes from the Father in the | 
ame and by the Mediation of the Son, ſo Chriſt had frequently put his Diſciples 


Mind of this Bleſſing as the Promiſe of the Father, Jobn xav. 12, 16, 17, 26. 
the v. 26. xvi. 7,----14. therein refering to ſuch Promiſes of the Father as thoſe, 
it: . xliv. 3. Joel ii., 28,--39. confirmed by the Prediction and Teſtimony of John 


be 
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2þtift with Reference to Chriſt, Mat. iii, 11. and by St. Peter, Ac. ii. 33. 4. ü. 


ve! Mitions of an Apoſtle (conſidered - in- his proper and diſtinguiſhing Character) as 
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1 im from the Dead, Gal. i. 1. 
"FOR + . "I nm 


K - 8 8 WY P N * 
* * * I Pt aka ** 5 2 
* L * 2 „5 * - * C 6 


„ 
Heration, q whoever therefore puts in a Claim to ſuch a Sücceſſion, is but a Pretende lh 
. boaſting” of a falſe Gift, like Clouds and W ind without Rain, unleſs he can juſtify 2 

the Claim, by being able, with Truth, to declare, that he has ſeen Chriſt ſine WW. 
his Reſurrection, as the Apoſtles did ;---that he has the Gift of Tongues, Healing . 
working Miracles, &c. But where are the Men that can juſtify a Pretence to any al 
of theſe Extraordinaries'? Hence (J think) it appears evident, beyond any ration! 
Diſpute, that a Succeſſion to the Apoſtles, in their extraordinary Character ha r 
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long finceceaſed ; or to ſpeak more properly, there never was in Reality any ſuch i 
Succeſſion, in an ordinary Way. $33 Lg 12198 26,55 4; 4 
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But, altho' the the Apoſtles have no Succeſſors, in their extraordinary Character Þ wi 
as Apoſtles, yet all the true Miniſters of Chriſt are Succeſſors to them in their il 
ordinary Capacity, as Preſbyters, or Goſpel Paſtors. And, upon their Ordination I A 
are inveſted with the ſame, yea, and all the Powers granted to the Apoſtles, as ordi. 4 
nary” Minifters of Chriſt, by his Commiſſion, in Mat. xxviii. which he introduce: 
with this Preface, ver. 18. All Poaver is given unto me in Heaven and in Barth, 
An#then follows the Commiſlion, ver. 19,20. in theſe Words, Go ye therefore \and 
teach all Nations, baptizing them in the Name of the Father, and of theSon, and of w 


4 2 — EF" FE "0" MS * 4 4 


2 — ot 3 * — 


There was undoubtedly Occaſion for thoſe extraordinary Gifts and miraculous 


that the ſuperior Authority, which the Apoſtles exerciſed over other Miniſters of & 
the Goſpel in their Day, was founded, it not wholly, yet more, in thoſe extraor- WW 
dinary Gifts of Infallibility, diſcerning Spirits, and other miraculovs Powers where- wif 
with they were furniſhed, than in any ſpecial Superiority inkerient in their Office, roll 
or coming from any other Quarter; io thoſe extraordinary Gifts ceaſing, that el 
Superiority of Power ceaſes too. And it is a'vain Thing for any to pretend to a bi 
Succeſſion to the Apoſtles, in their extraordinary Character, who are deſtitute of Of 
thoſe exttaordinary Gifts and Powers. | vat 
, It is true Matthias did, in a Senſe, ſucceed Judas in the Apoſtolate, inaſmuch @Wl 
as he took Part of the Miniſtry and Apoſtleſhip, from which Judas by Tranſgreſſion 
fell, 42. i. 25. But then as Matthias was qualified to be a Witneſs of Chriſt's Reſur- 1 iy 
rection, having accompanied with the Brethren and Apoſtles all the Time that the al 


2 


Lord Jeſus went in and out among them, Ver. 21, 22. fo he was choſen by Lot, N 


* 


{a divine Determination) and not ordained by the Impoſition of Men's Hands, but 
by the holy Ghoſt, as they all were not many Days after, Ver. 23, 24, 26. compare the 
Ad. ii. 1, 4. Thus the Number of the Twelve was made up; as afterwards "MW 
when James, another of the Apcfiles was martyr'd, 42. xii. 2. Paul war made an 
Apoſtle, not by human, but divine Ordination, in a very extraordinary Way, of 
which he gives us an Account, Az. xxvi. 15,---18, and therefore calls himſeff WM 
an Apoſtle, 2:1 of Men, neither by Man, but by Feſus and Ge! the Father, who raiſed ? Fe 
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bs xx. 27, 22. Which Mio they received from our Lord Redeemer, tho. 

i e ſome Time after this, probably» bur a little before Chriſt's Aſcenfion-anti» af 
"ct ren , it being che Magna Charta of all miniſteriab Power, in hie W 9 
ing rh. Jadecd, as it was P directed to the'A = 
ere ſeeras to be ſomething in it peculiar to them, as they had the World: for 
Dioceſs, and all Nations committed to them as their Cure : Mhereas upon 

dba introduction and Settlement of Chriſtanity in a Country, or Tand, it apfemm ! 
ereeable to the Goſpel Conſtitution, chat particular Paſtors: ſhould be ſet.overi | 
Mee. * Nevertheleſs, inaſmuch- as chere ae many-Nations' in de World} ,.." 
4 hr ers to the Goſpel; and even in Chriſtian Countries there may be, as there 4 
e this Day, many-Churches and Con ions deſtitute of fixt Paſtors, Ian 
00 lnconffiency with the Goſpel Conſtitution in ordaining Miniſters at large, 
ſeading them forth to diſciple Heathen Nations; or to preach the Goſpel, 7 
„ a LEY . f : even 8 
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And. mrs 3 —— n enemy apt — P 
Ft. Paul, in 1 Cor. xv. 5,--8: reckons: up five: ſeveral Appearances of Chriſt after; 
10 Re urrection, aden che do himſelf after his Aſcenſion, The firſt was to Cg 'r 
chento the Twelve, called ſo, tho Judas was no longer among them, becauſe 4 
1 in M vas their firſt conſtituted and uſual Number : Then to five hundred Brethren 
ee. After that he was ſeen of James ſingly, and then of all- the Apoſtles; to 
— Wn he appeared more than once. Now. it is evident they received their extraogs. * | 
lous y Miſfion, recorded in Fobz:xx. 21, 22. the Night after Chrift's Reſurrection, 
iv. 33,---36, compare Jabs xx. 19, ·- 21. But 1 think it is more than 
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ble, that the grand Commiſſion in Mat. xxviii. 19, 20. was not given till; - 
0 rime aſter this: For it was given to the Eleven ther, Mat. jth: + 4 
20. But Thomas was not puns at the firſt Interview, and. when 16: 
ren gave him an Account of his Appearance to them the Night aſtar hig: 
rrection, he would nat receive it for Truth, . the Power of lief, 
the important Fact of Chrift's Reſurrection, Job xx. 24, 25 And therefore 
Pays after this, Chriſt appears to his Diſciples again, Thomas being wick them; 
iees him the moſt ſenſible Proofs, of his Reſurrection, ver. 26, 27: Aſter this X 
Irview,: Chrift diſcovered. himſelf: to Peter and fundyy;other Apoſtles at the Sea; © 
berias, Jobn xxi. 1,14. This was the third Time that Jeſus ſhewed him-, 3 
o his Diſciples after that he was riſen from the Dead. After this a _—_ 
tee whole Body of his Diſciples at the Mountain, where he had appointed then 
eo eet him in Galilee, Mat. xxviii. 16. Mark. xvi. 7. And, after this he met them 
al Times at Feru/alcm, and :diſcourſed with them concerning the Affaim of 
hig/\Kingdom, 42. 1. 1,-----8. And laſt of all, he was ſeen ot them on Mount. 
. But while they beheld, be. was taken up, and ai bright Cloud received. him 
VF their Sight,, Ad. 1. g,---:12,: Luke xxiv. 50, 51. Now L think there is _ | | 
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F 0 00 arged them with this grand Commiſſion, which from hence appears to be the 4 
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but But this has nothing in it peculiar to them; unleſs. it be the Extenfiveneſs of 4 
are Charge, being ſent through the World to preach the S every Creature: 
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-” even in a Chriſtian Country, and do the Work of an Evangelift 5 in ſupplying 
k. deftitute Churches and Congregations, as there ſhall be Occaſion. For, emergent 
Circumſtances may be a juſt Ground d of varying from the general Rules of any 

% / // ĩ ²˙⁰•õ§—k¹ł0. .. x nf og eas | 
But whatever circumſtantial Variations, in ſuch like Matters of Liberty may be 
„made by chriſtian and miniſterial Prudence, which is profitable to direct: Yet the 
- _ Commiſſion under Conſideration, being the grand Baſis of all miniſterial Power 

zin the Church, therefore as the Apoſtles did, ſo all{their Succeſſors do receive their 
 _ Office-Power and Authority from Chriſt by this Grant; as is apparent from the 
b. - Promiſe annexed to this Commiſſion, by our divine Maſter, in theſe Words, And 
Ian with you alway, even unto the End of the World, Amen. A plain Evidence 
that this Commiſſion was not given only to the Apoſtles perſonally conſidered; 
” becauſe they are long ſince dead. And therefore, fince (as I have ſhown you) 
they have no Succeſſors in their extraordinary Character, as 4, e it muſt 
belong to their Succeſſors in their ordinary Capacity as Elders or Preſbyters ; that 
zs, to the ordinary ſtanding Miniſters of the Goſpel who receive their Office- 
Power and Authority, from Chriſt by this Commiflion. " N 
And indeed they muſt receive their Power from Chriſt by this Commiſſion, or 
pr none at all; for there is no other divine Conſtitution in this Caſe provided by 

„ bim, who is the only ſupream Head, King, Lord and Lawgiver of the Church. 

7 Now if this, which is the only ſtanding Commiſſion, belongs to Preſbyters, or 

tze ordinary ſtanding Miniſters of the Goſpel (as it evidently does) then it muſt 

belong to them in the full Extent of it, -unleſs Chrift has limited it, and given all | 
the Powers to ſome, and Part only to others. But no ſuch Limitation ar Diviſion 
”* $8 to be found in the holy Scriptures:of the New-Teftament, wherein Chriſt has 
given us the Pattern and Orders of his Houſe. - And if Jeſus Chriſt, to whom all 
ower is given in Heaven and in Earth, 5 has not made any ſuch Limitation or 
Diviſion of the Powers granted in his Commiſſion, then certainly no Man, or 
Order of Men under Heaven have a Right to do it, unleſs Chriſt has given them 
this limiting and dividing Power. But no ſuch Grant of a limiting and dividing. 
Power made to any Man, or Order of Men, is to be found in the holy Bible. 
Conſequently all the ordinary Powers granted by this Commiſſion, muſt belong to 
Prefbyters, as ſuch, or to the ordinary ſtanding Miniſters of the Goſpel, inveſted |} 
- And accordingly, if every true Miniſter of the Goſpel 'has all the Powers 
ted by Chriſt's Commiſſion to the Apoſtles, conſidered. in their ordinary 
Character as Preſbyters, then certainly they have the Power. of Ordination com- 
mitted to them; becauſe Ordination belongs to the miniſterial Power, as an inſe- 
parable Branch of it. „„ i i ts 
And indeed they either have all the Powers granted by Chriſt's Commiſſion under 
Conſideration, or they have none of thoſe Powers. If the former, then they have 

0 Superiors under Chriſt in the miniſterial Office; and ſo cannot be exempted or 

bdaꝛred from exerciſing any Part or Branch of the miniſterial Power. If the latter, then 

"IM they have no miniſterial Authority at all, but only an empty Title, without the 
* leaſt Branch or ages of Office-Power ; which is. an Abſurdity that can by no. 
Ls 8 admitted of. For a Commiſſion from the ſupreme Head, or Source of 

Power, always derives Authority with it, peculiar to the Office wherewith any one | 
„zz inyeſted by it: Yea, all the Branches of Power belonging to that Office] 
| ah v5 | J K 
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2 Tim. iv. 5. Mat. xxviii. 20. { Ver. 18. 
I. As it is evident beyond any rational Controverſy, that Preſbyters receive their 
-  . Eniniſterial Power from Chriſt by that Commiſſion, Mat. xxviii. 19, 20. given pri- 


3 3 
* OF "OY EY a ; 8 ” x 2 S 
L I. 87 3, * . N. Benn 3 "XS N : 1 Y 218 
: 2 = * 1 - 3 ! , \ 2; 2 4 >Yy 4 a 3 * . 4 5 4 * & . 4 5 ; * 
* * 3 ** 1 abs "gg „ 1 4 1 1 — 7 
Y n : * n I _ " 2 


© K n 9 0 K 88 T * > 9 K : 
Fa TE "a q b 5 * * nnn ts, ae 

A * : 0 . . 5 8 oo ne * - > "my * A. 

8 75 . J EY 4 I " % | * 9 : * — 2 * — uf 3 w 4 EN . * CS N , 

* : q K - * _ 

6 i — x 1 
* 5 f N by S N - - < * 

6 +4 N 8 £ > 

5 WW ho „ 


Therefore, either Prefbyters haye no Power to baptize and adminaiſter the Lord's 2 
Supper, or they have Power to. ordain. For as the Power of an Officer is derived _} 
from the proper Source of Power, by that Commiſſion which impowers him to diſ. 
charge the Duties of his Office, and can come in no other Way, nor from any other 
3 3 ſo the Powers granted, by Chriſt's Commiſſion, to all the true Miniſters. 
of the Goſpel, are full, undivided, and may not be curtail'd or abridged. a 

- Hear then the Coneluſion of the whole Matter: If Preſbyters, or the ſtanding ordinary 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, have not a Right and Power to ordain others to the Work 
of the Miniſtry, none have: For as there is no ſtanding Order of Miniſters in the 
Church of Chriſt, ſuperior to Preſbyters by divine Inſtitution; ſo there is but one 
undivided Commiſſion, by which all the Miniſters of the Goſpel are impowered to 
act in the Diſcharge of their Office. And if none have Power to ordain, (which ap- 
pears to be the Conſequence of denying this Power to Preſbyters) then the Miniſtry _ 
of Reconciliation muſt fink and ceaſe under the New Teſtament : Nay, it would +4 
long ſince, have terminated and come to an End. But as it has been continued thro? — 
paſt Ages, ever ſince the Death of the Apoſtles, and their immediate Succeſſors, by k 
a Succeſſion to them, not in their Apoſtolick but Preſbyterian! Character; fo the 1 
gue Head of the Church, [who holds the Stars in his Right Hand, and walks in the 
„ 7 0 of ber golden Candlefticks, 5) has aſſured us that it ſhall continue to the End 

of the World. + | ” 

> And therefore, as we are perſuaded, on the one Hand, byſuch Reaſons as have 
: been aſſigned, that the Right and Power of Ordination does not belong to Laymen ; 
YL ſo on the other, we are ſatisfied by ſuch Scripture Arguments as have been offered, 
1 
5 
8 


that we, who as Preſbyters have the ſacred Truſt of the Goſpel Miniſtry committed 
to us, are inveſted with a Right; and when duly called to that ſolemn Service, are 
in Duty bound to commit the ſame, by Ordination, to faithful Men, who ſhall be 
able to teach others alſo. f And may in this, as well as other Inſtances of our Mi. 
niſtrations, rely upon that gracious Word of Promiſe , upon which our divine Ma- | 
ſter has cauſed his Servants to hope: + Lo Ian with yen alway, even wnto the. 
End of the World, Amen. F © 8 1 CCC 
Accordingly a Number of us, ſuſtaining the ſacred Character, being called 9 
attend the Solemnities of an Ordination this Day, we (with a Dependance upon tha 
| 2 Preſence of the glorious Head of the Church) purpoſe to proceed to tha 
ſolemn Service, in caſe no Barr ſhall appear to be in the Way, when the proper FR 
lick Preliminaries ſhall have been attended. „ 


© N 


marily to the Apoſtles, conſidered principally in their ordinary Character of Preſ= = | 
| byters ;---a Character they ſeem to take Pleaſure in diſtinguiſhing themſelves by, aa 
tho* it were on purpoſe to anticipate all Pretences to Preheminence among the Mi- 
niſters of the Goſpel, by Virtue of a Succeſſion to them: So there is nothing more 
evident, than that the ſame Commiſſion muſt give the ſame Powers to all that are 
truly authorized by it; and conſequently, that both the 3 in their ordinary *» ; 
Capacity, and all other Goſpel Paſtors, muſt be, in all Reſpects, co-ordinate ; and 


a'l of them veſted with all and the ſame Powers, fince they are all of them auto- F 
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- _— the very ſame Commiſſion, if they have any Power at all, as Miniſters of 
T! 45. 30 2 - * 1 e . .M 
I cannot. therefore ſee how a Subordination, as to Order and an Imparity of 
Power, among thoſe inveſted with the Office of the Goſpel Paſtor, can be eſtabliſhed . ** 
upon any Scripture Foundation, or defended by any plaufible Arguments, from the 
New -Teſtament. I think our bleſſed Saviour condemns it, Luk. xxii. 25, 26, 27. 
And it ſeems to be derived rather from the Spirit of D:otrephes, than from the In- 
ſtructions of Chriſt or his Apoſtles, | | 2 "*% ny 
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8. Paul and — when bel to the Minitiry * che . were 


2 A 33 Service, by Faftingz Prayer, and the laying on of Hands, tho' extra- 
BUS ordinary Miniſters before; and Timothy, a Perſon of early Piety, and 
© young Miniſter of eminent Zeal in the Cauſe of Chriſt, according 

0 the Prophecies which went before of him; received the Gift and Office of the 
Miniſtry, by the laying on of the Hands of the Preſbytery : So with the like Solem... 
| - Nitics of Devotion, you have at this Time, been ſeparated to the ſpecial Service of 
and his People, in the Goſpel of his dear Son, by the laying, on of the Hands! 
of this Preſbytery, And being now regularly introduced into the ſacred Incloſure of 
tze Goſpel M miſtry, and inveſted with all the Office-Powers and Authority. of the 
— Goſpel Palior and Teacher, we are, in the next Place, to addreſs a ſolemn Charge 
bs 0) you, in.the Name of the Lord. And ſurely, it concerns you to attend to it, not 
. a formal 'Addrefs from a Number of your Fellow-Servants, frail finful: Men! but 
as the CHarce of the Great God, and his Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, ; 

, For, as God the Father is the Fountain of all Dominion-and Power, ſo he hach 
ſeen fit to put the Scepter of univerſal Government into the Hands of his dear Son; 
3 7 Lonſidedre as God-Man, or Mediator; and to conſtitute, make, and ordain him. 
ge lead over all Things to the Church. Hence, although it is by ug that yo have: 
been introduced into the Miniſtry at this Time, and you now have the Diſpenſation 

2 the glorious Goſpel, as a ſacred Depoſitum, committed to your Truſt, by Virtue 
your Inauguration, which we have ſolemnly attended, according to Scripture 
Precedents, and divine Inftitution : Yet, your miniſterial. Power and Authority is not 
* us, but from him, to whom all Power in Heaven and Earth is given, and all 
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| won committed by God the Father. And he being both Lord and Chriſt, to 
you mal, e er it t by 25 give an Account of y your Ay "6 


- 228 : 


by the Preſbyters. in the Church of A»tioch, ſeparated. to that ſpecial. 


e ee ded. in the 


not of the mortal Bodies, and temporal Intereſts. of dying 


1 ** 
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and her Laws of Government; the Doctrin 
the facred Rites of inſtituted Worſhip, and the moſt excellent Syſtem of Chriſtian 


and your own and People's correſpondent State and Circumſiances, - muſt be 
main Subjects of your Preaching, and Rules of your 


the material and viſible World. 


Vat on the other Hand, how comfortable, how refreſhing and joyful will your | 
Account be, if, as a faithful Servant and wiſe Steward, you improve all your 
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therefore wato.the Mivitry which.you have rectived in the Lord, to | 
om Gs Ken ee of d e eee 


corded in th 1 0 and now ſpeaking to you in ſuch Language as this, 
Na Man having put bis Hand to the Plough, and looking back is It for the Ringdom 28 


Ged. . TI b Ae CCC 1 Ip 3 : 1 
The Work which you have now undertaken, is not only a good, but an exceed- 
ing great Work; it being even of infinite Moment 0 TRE? For the Care 
* N HF 2 67 > 144. "xy: hi S424 ig od SErt +3. 448 len, but that of thei 
der ene eee Fouls, with, Reference to d never-ending Eternity, net 
evolved upon you. And, Ol with what Weight ſhould this bear upon your Mind, 


2 


* 


VO 
and abidg upon your Conſcience ee: 
And, as your Work is great, ſo your Charge is very extenſive, being inveſted 
with a Power to exerciſe the Gift which is in you, and which has been given you, 
the Laying on of the Hands, of the Preibytery, whereſgever you ſhall be 15 5 
larly called to it. As à Token of which, I now put into your Hands, this bleileq 
Book, the holy Bible, containing not only ſacred Hiſtories, Prophecies and Types; 
but Chriſt's Commiſſion, to his MJ 


niſters, the Charter of the Churches Privileges, 
gebeines of Faith once delivered to the Saints, 


$5 4 
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Morality : Which, according to their Nature, Quality and Degree of Importance, 
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But although your Charge is very extenſive, and your Miniſtry nat confined tq 


this Place, yet your ſlated Labours (at leaſt for the Preſent) are limited to the 


ſpecial Service of the Prefbyterian Church and Congregation of the Lord, in this 


| Town of Brook-Hawen ; the Souls of which we commit to your ſpecial Paſtora 


Watch, Over-ſfight, and Charge, fo long as it ſhall appear to be far the Glory « 


_ God, and the Good of his Church, to continue you in the Miniſtry here: A 


ſuch Proviſion for your Subſiſtance as to Temporals, ſhall bs made, as to render 


you capable of attending upon the Lord, in your great Work, without DiſtraQtioh 
from worldly Cares and Avocationnns. | 


And as you watch for Souls, as one that muſt give an Account, ſo remember 


that the Soul of the meaneſt and moſt contemptible Slave, is of more value than all 


Ho dreadful. an Account then will pork ay. bo give in the great Audit- Day, 
if any ſhould periſh through your careleſs Neglect, or allow'd Mifcondudt ; the Guilt 
of the Blood of Souls being laid to your Charge ! And you expoſed at the tremen- 
dous Barr of the incarnate God, and univerſal Judge, to that awful Reprimand, 
Thou wicked and ſlothful Servant ! What can be expected, under ſuch dreadful | 

ircumſtances of crimſon Guilt, but the amazing Execution of that Soul- rending 
Sentence, Caſ ye the unprofitable Seryant into outer Darkneſs, there Salli be weeping 
end gnaſbing of Teeth ! | _ 3 By” 


> 


Talents to the beſt Purpoſes ; and give to every one their Portion of Meat, in due 


| Seaſon? Surely, bleſſed ſhall that Servant be, whom his Lord, when he cometh 
ſhall find ſo doing: For he ſhall find Acceptance, and be favoured with the Appro- 


bation of his bleſſed Mafter, in ſach Language of Love and divine Grace as this, 
E faithful Terwants any ⅛—̃̃ POE. - 
be Bible delivered to the Candidatr ori „ 9 
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©. Have you then any due Senſe of the Weight, and vaſt Importance of your great 


Work ; any Regard to the Honour of Chriſt, who has commiwed unto you the | 
Miniſtry of Reconciliation ; any Compaſſion for the Souls of periſhing Sinners, 
and Defire of the Edification of Saints; any Dread of the Wrath of the Lamb, and 
Deſire of appearing with Comfort at the awful Barr of your great Judge, where 
your Fidelity in the Miniſtry will have a moſt ſtrict and impartial Trial, before an 
aſſembled World of Angels and Men ! It certainly concerns you to addreſs.yourſelf 
to your ſolemn Work with great Seriouſtie(s, and to purſue. it with the clofeft A * 
Pie on, afliduous Labours, ardent Zeal, Unwearled Dilligence. and fnvithabls 

I = % Ran is "Y Beets enn F 452:4 = WES ** N nne 5 9 5 
: An our Hearts Deſire, and Prayer to God, for you has been, is, and 
[by divine Grace) ſhall be this, That you might come to the Churches of Chriſt, 
and to periſhing Sinners, wherever. you ſhall be. called to labour; and in particu- 
lar, to this Church and Congregation of the. Lord, in the Fulneſs of the Bleſſing 
of the Goſpel of Chriſt :- So let it be your conſtant Study and Endeavour, (as an In- 
ſtrument in God's Hand) to impart, to them ſpiritual Gifts, to the End they may 


be eftabliſhed. And in all Things, behave yourſelf in the Houfe of God, as be- 
cometh a Miniſter. of Chriſt, and faithful Steward of the Myſteries of Gd. 
Take Heed therefore, take Heed unto yourſelf, and to all the Flock over which. 
the Holy Ghoſt hath made you an Overſeer, to feed the Church of God, which he 
bath purchaſed with his own Blood; taking the Overſight thereof, not by Con- 
ſtraint, but willingly ; not for filthy Lucre, but of a ready Mind; not lording it 
over God's Heritage, as thqugh you had a Dominion over. their Faith, but as be: 
ing an Enſample unto the Flock , 
And fince Neceſſity is now laid upon you woe unto you, if you do not preach 
the Goſpel ; a Diſpenſation thereof being committed unto you. And look to it; 
that the Goſpel you difpenſe, be the pure Goſpel of Chriſt: Not adulterated by 
Aae and vam Deceit, the carnal Reaſonings, and unſcriptural Impoſitions of 
Men of corrupt Minds, who teach for Doctrines the Commendments of Men; 
which Things may have a Shew of Wiſdom in Will-Worſhip, though vain in the 
Sight of God : But let it be the ſincere Milk of the Word, and the pure ſpiritual 
Food of divine Ordinances, that Men may grow thereby. '  * © 
Me charge you therefore, before God and the Lord Jefus Chriſt, who ſhall judge 
Both the Quick and the Dead, at his appearing and his Kingdom, preach the Word, 
be inſtant in Seaſon, out of Seaſon, reprove, rebuke, exhort with alt Long-ſuffering 
and Doctrine; neglect not the Gift which is in you, and which has been given ta. 
you by ſolemn Prayer, with the laying on of the Hands of the Prefbytery ; but 
gre Attendance to Reading, to advircr{bn, to Doctrine: Meditate upon theſe 
ings ; give thyſelf wholly to them, that thy Profiting may appear to all.-.-Hold' 
faſt the faithful Word as you have been taught, even that Form of ſound Words 
which you have learned from the Holy Scriptures, in Faith and Love, whick is. 
in Chriſt Jeſus: That you may be a Teacher of others in Faith and Verity; and 
be able, by ſound Doctrine, both to. exhort and convince. the Gainſayers. And let 
the Doctrine you preach be always wholeſome Words, agrecable to the Words 
of our Lord Jefus Chriſt, and the Hockrine which is arcording to Godlineſs; there- 
in ſhewing Uncorruptneſs, Gravity, Sihcerity, - ſound: Speech that cannot be con- 
demned, that he that is. of the contrary Part. may be aſtamed,. having no Evil 
to ſay of you. _— : 3 be „ 


And being allowed of God to be put in Truſt: with the Goſpel, ſo ſpeak not as 
1 the vain Fancies and carnal Humours of Men, but God, who ſearcheth the 
Leart and trieth the Reins, Uſe not flattering Words, nor a Cloak of Covetouſneſs; 
: : * SA | neither. 


neither fur to declare to them the whole Counſel of God. Keep back nothing 

from chem that may be [profitable to them; but teach them publickly, and ſrom. 
Hosſe to Houſe, (as there ſhall be Oecaſion, and you ſhall be able) teſtifying, unto. 

. all; Repentanee toward God, and Faith to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. And lęt your Ex- 
hortations be not of Deceit, nor of Uncleanneſs, nor in Guile. Indure Hardneſs as. 

a good Soldier of Jeſus Chriſt, and keep yourſelf pure from the Blood. of all Men. 
Study to-ſhew thyſelf approved unto God, a Workman. that needeth not to be 
aſhamed, : rightly dividing the Word of Truth; and as a faithful and wife Steward, 
give to ever One their Portion of Meat in due Seaſon, n. 

_ -*Beiwiſeeven as a Serpent, but harmleſs as a Dove: And labour with all poſſible 
Prudence and Fidelity, to make a Diſtinction between the Clean and the Unclean, 

the Precious and the Vile. Give not that which is holy unto Dogs, neither caſt your. 
Pearls before Swine: But let the Members of. Chriſt's Family, who are of Age, and 

have their Senſes exerciſed to diſcern ſpiritual Things, be fed and feaſted with that 

Bread and that Cup which is the Communion of the Body and Blood of our dear 

Lord. And be not only ready to baptize adult Perſons, who have lived without 
that Seal of the Righteouſneſs of Faith, upon their making a ſuitable Profeſſion of 
Repentance toward God, and Faith toward our Lord Jetus Chriſt; bat let the 

Lambs of his Flock be ſolemnly waſhed in the Laver of Chriſtian Baptiſm, as is fit: 
And then, as becomes a Paſtor of Chriſt's Flock, take Care that they be trained up 
as the Diſciples of the compaſionate Shepherd of racl, who gathers the Lambs 


with his Arms, carries them in his Boſom, and gently leads thoſe: that are with ® 


Young. If thou loveſt Chriſt, feed: his Sheep, .and if thou. loveſt Chriſt feed his 
Lambs. And for this Purpoſe, Precept muſt be upon Precept, Precept upon Pre- 
cept, Line upon Line, Line upon Line; here a little, and there a little that thou 
mayeſt teach them Knowledge, and make them to underſtand Doctrine, who are 
weaned from the Milk, and drawn from the Breaſts. 7 5 WES 120 


Deſtruction. „ . ene, ads boi) 
Warn the Unruly, that they turn from their evil Ways and live. Comfort the 
Feeble- minded; ſupport the Weak : Be patient towards all Men; in Meekneſs 
inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves; if God, peradventure, will give them 
Repentance, to the acknowledging of the Truth, that they may recover themſelves 
out of the Snare of the Devil, who are. taken Captive by him at his Will. On ſome 
have Compaſſion, making a Difference, (according to their Tempers and Circum; 
ſtances.) Others ſaye with Fear, pulling them out of the Fire, Them that fin be- 
jore all, rebuke before all, that others alſo: may hear and fear, and do no more 
ſo wickedly. And thoſe that duly expreſs and evidence their Repentance, reſtore in 
the Spirit of Meekneſs: Let that which is lame be turned out of the Way. 

We charge you before God, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and. the ele& Angels, 
that you obſerve theſe Things, without preferring one before. another, doing no- 
thing by Partiality. rnd 5 2 : gs RR Ee On 
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© Give yourſelf alſo continually to Prayer, as well as to the Miniſtry of- the Word 
and Ordmances of the Lord's Houſe; confidering your own Joſufficiency, nos being 
Able of yourſelf to think any Thing that is good as of yourſelf,. mach leſs to per- 
_ form the great Duties of the evangelical Miniſtry : But your Sufficiency is of God, 
- Who can make you able Miniſter of the New Feftamemt, not of the Letter, but of the 
Spirit. As it is good and acceptable in the Sight of God our Saviour, that Suppli: 
Eations, Prayers, arid Interceſſions ſhould be made for all Men, ſo it is your Duty 
and Intereſt to be mech in Prayer, eſpecially for the Church of God; that his 
Kingdom might come, and that you youfſelf might be made an happy Inſtrument 
df promoting the Intereſt not only of his viſible, but eſpecially of his ſpiritual King- 
dom among Men. Pray therefore for yourſelf, and pray for the Flock: Pray over 
your Studies, and pray over your Labours; remembring that Succeſs depends in - 
rely upon the divine Bleffing. For, neither is he that planteth any Thing, nor he 
chat watereth, but God 3 the Increaſe. For he that planteth, and he that 
wWuatereth are one; and every Man ſhall receive his own Reward, according to his 
dn Labour. How full then will your Joy be, and how bright and weighty. your 
Crown of Rejoicing, in the Preſence of the Lord Jeſus at his coming, if being found 
faithful, you ſhall alſo · be ſucceſsful in winning Souls to Chriſt? But if you make 
full Proof of your Miniſtry, waiting upon God by ſervent perſevering Prayer for 
Succeſs, though you ſhould labour in vain, and ſpend your Strength for nought; 
vet furely your Judgment ſhall be with the Lord, and your Work with your God. 
| Yea, though ae ſhould not be gathered, yet, if in Chriſt, thou ſhall be glorious 
in the Eyes of the Lord, and thy God fhall be thy Strength. _ n 
But be admoniſhed and <uithened to take Heed unto yourſelf, as well As th 
Jour Doctrine and the Duties of your Miniſtry. And whilſt you teach others, neg- 
lect not to teach and be inſtructed yourſelf. Content not yourſelf with Probabilities 
and Hopes, but make ſure of a vital Union to Jeſus Chrift, the glorious Head of all 
divine and ſaving Influences; that you may be able, with an holy, humble Confis 
Yence, to ſay of yourſelf, as St. Paul once did of himſelf, I a Man in Chrift : 
For how dreadful will the Caſe be, if after you have preached to others, you 
_ yourſelf ſhould be a Caftaway.! | e ee 3 a 
Nay, be zealous of ſpiritual Gifts and Graces ; abide not in any of the lower 
Forms in the School of Chriſt, but with an holy Emulation labour to excel; that 
being taller by the Head and Shoulders than your Chriſtian Brethren, you might 
be as a Jachin and a Boax, in the Houſe of your God here below ; and at laſt be 
eternally fix d as a monumental Pillar of rich ſovereign Grace, in the Temple of 
God above, and go no more out. ; | V 
Look well like wiſe to your Converſation, that it be ordered aright in all Things; 
mot only as becomes a Chriſtian, but a Miniſter of the Goſpel ; who ſhould be 
blameleſs, vigilant, ſober, of good Behaviour, given to Hoſpitality ; not given to 
Wine, no Striker, not greedy of filthy Lucre, but patient ; not a Brawler, not 
covetous, but one that ruleth well his own Houſe, having his Children in Sub- 
jection, with all Gravity. es „5 
Let your Speech be always ſeaſoned with the Salt of Grace, and let no corrupt 
Communication proceed out of your Mouth, but that which is good to the Uſe of 
ng LB ras it may miniſter Grace unto the Hearers, as well as manifeſt Grace 
In the er. | | NE 55 | ; 
' Flee every Thing therefore that becometh not a Man of God and Miniſter of 
. Chriſt; and fallow after Righteouſneſs, Godlineſs, Faith, Love, Patience, Meek · 
neſs, and Peace, with them that call on the Lord out of pure Heart. 2 


Let 


„„ C AF 

cet no Man deſpi but b he 
Converſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in Purity, that thou mayeſt both ſave 
thyſelf, and them that ſhall hear the. | ns 0 WO | 


that thou keep this Commandment without Spot, unrebukeable, until the appearing. 
of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; which in his Times, he ſhall ſhew who is the bleſſed and 
only Potentate ; having on his Veſture, and on his Thigh a Name written, Kine 


or KINGS anD Lord oF Loks, to whom we muſt all give an Account of our 
Stewardſhip, when the Son of Man ſhall fit in the Throneof his Glory, 'and with 


him the Twelve Apoſtles, upon twelve. Thrones, judging the Twelve Tribes of 
O Berjamin] keep that which is committed to thy Truft, avoiding profane and 


vain Babblings, and Oppoſition of Science, falſely ſo called; which ſome profeſſing, 


have erred. concerning the Faith, and made Shipwreck of a good Conſcience. 


Watch therefore in all Things, endure Afflictions, do the Work of an Evangeliſt, ; 


make full Proof of thy Miniſtry ; be willing to ſpend, and be ſpent in the Service 
of your divine Maſter, and the Souls of his dear People, ſo that you might finiſh 


your Courſe with Joy, and the Miniſtry you have received of the Lord Jeſus, to 


teſtify the Goſpel of the Grace of God. 


Then may you, in the happy Cloſe of a aſeful and exemplary Life, of Service 
and Suffering for-Chrift's Sake; ſay, with an holy Serenity of Mind, I hawe fought 
a good Fight, 1 hade finiſhed my Courſe, I have kept. the Faith: Henceforth there is 


laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, wwhich the Lord, the righteous Fudge ball 
give me at that Day ; and not to me only, but unto all them alſo that love his appear- - 
ing: For, if thou art faithful unto the Death, when the chief Shepherd ſhall appear, 


thou ſball receive a Crown of Righteouſneſs; Life and Glory that fadeth not away. 
In that folemn and glorious Day of Chriſt's appearing and Kingdom, they thar- 


| be wwiſe ſhall ſhine as the Brightneſs of the Firmament; and they that. turn many to 


Righteouſneſs, as the Stars for ever and ever. _ e | 
Grace. be with thee; may the Lor Jeſus Chrift be auith thy Spirit, Amen, 


o 


ſe thee, but be thou an Example of the Believers, in Word, EL 
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Deliver'd at Brook- Haven, on Long- and, October 23, 1754s. 


Conſequent upon the 


ORD IN AT ION 


55 . 0 F 
The Rev. Mr. BENJAMIN TALLMADGE. 


B JAGBES BROWN, A.M. 
Paſtor of the Church in Hin. on Lung- Iſland. 
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I. Theſ. v. 12, 13. And we beſeech you Brethren, to know them which labour- 
among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admoniſh you. 


And efleem them very highly in Love for thei r Works Sake ; and be at Pia 
among your ſelves. 1 


NE I - YORK: 


| Printed by J. PARKER and W. — New Printing- 
Office in * Street, | 
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T nth but be thought reaſonable, - that * Minds mould be 


Fan | 
= 6 þ 4 feriouſly affected with the folemn Franſactions of this Day, which , « 
& | & ſo immediately relate to the Diſpenſation of Grace by the Goſpel 5 _ 
8 & Theſe Things naturally lead us to reflect upon our Duty, as Miniſters 
SBS or Hearers of the Word. ISS 9 Eo 
wie have already, in the Sermon and Diſcourſe deliver d, and 
Solemnities of the Ordination now attended, had repreſented to our View, the 
wane Truſt, the ' ſolemn Charge and Duties incumbent on the Miniſters of 
the Goſpel. And theſe Things virtually teach, and filently ſuggeſt, ſundry Duties 
that belong to the Hearers of the Word, which may be briefly rouch'd upon with 
Propriety on this Occaſion. | | EE 3 
None of this numerous Audience ſhould be as idle and unconcern'd Spectators; 
but the Solemnities of this Day, demand the moſt ſerious Attention of this Churely 
and Congregation eſpecially ; to which I ſhall more particularly addreſs: myſelf. 
And it may not be improper, My dear Brethern and Friends, to remind you of paſh 
Diſpenſations of divine Providence towards you, in Reſpe& of the Goſpel Miniſtry 
and Ordinances among you. Theſe Privileges have (I conclude with, in the Memo« 
ry of many, if not the moſt of you) been interrupted, and for a Seaſon removed, by 
the Death of one Minifter after another, who have labour'd in the Goſpel among 
you : Your late pious and worthy Paſtor, f whofe Praiſe is ftill in the Churches, + 
you enjoy'd but a few Years ;- he was remov'd in the Midſt of his Uſefulneſs: His 
Death did undoubtedlyi caſt a dark Gloom upon many Minds; and by Means of 
that dark and awful Providence, you have for ſome Time, been deſtitute of the 
ſtated -Miniſtry of the Word and Goſpel Sacraments. We therefore-now congratu- 
— yo, on the pleafing and happy Proſpect you have of again enjoying thoſe 
rivileges. | | 5 St ee 
And thoegh our Reverend and dear Brother, who is now ſet apart to the Service 
of Chriſt in the Goſpel, is not ordained with ſuch a particular Relation to you, as 
is common in Ordinations; yet we are well ſatisſied, chat (in thus ſetting him apart 
to the Work of the Miniſtry) we have done nothing inconſiſtent with the Nature and 
Defign of this facred Inſtitution, and nothing but what is virtually implied in all 
Ordinations. Thoſe that are ordained over particular Congregations, are not ſo 
confin'd and reſtricted, but that, when Providence and Duty direct, they ought to 
remove. The Opinion that has prevailed among many, that the Relation between 
a Miniſter and a particular Church, is as unviolable as the conjugal Relation, has 
no Foundation in Scripture and Reaſon: however, the Obligations to mutual Du- 
ties between a Miniſter and a People are not the leſs binding while they continue 
together in that Relation. And therefore we conclude concerning our Dear Brother, 
now ſet apart to the Work of the Goſpel Miniſtry, that while he continues among 
you in that ſacred Service, (as we hope and pray he may for a long Time; Yea, if 
God in his Providence ſhall fo order it, to the End of his Life,) the ſame mutual 
Duties are incumbent on him and you, as in all other Cafes, between Mimr- 
ſter and People. A few of thoſe general Duties, on ao remind ye 


+ The Rewd. My. David Youngs. *t 2 Corinth, viii, 1 1 
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Obligation to cont 


the 


greater Hort and Scandal to Religion, than in Men of a common Station; and 


therefore their good Names are of great Importance: Common human Imperfections 
ſhould be treated with much Candour and Moderation; we are forbidden even to 


receive an Accuſation againſt an Elder, but before two or three Witne ſſes. | 


i Again, you ſhould encourage your Miniſter, by conſulting and providing for ; his 
temporal Intereſt, his comfortable and decent Support in the World. Ir is a talſe 
and gin to. condi that. has prevail'd among ſome, that they are not under 


0 e any Thing to the Support of tte Goſpel Miniſtry; it is 
indeed an Opinion, ti ſuits the ſelſiſh and vv tous Temper of carnal and worldly 

| | 92 | Men, 
* Eph. iv. 9, 12. | Mal. ii. 7. f Rom. x. 15. 1 Tin. v. 19. N 
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as to Number and Opulence, is not equal to that of the Generalif of Congrega- 


Reaſon and Duty require. Labour to be chearfully unanimous, in bearing your 


you ſpiritual Things, ſhould reap of your carnal Things. A Goſpel-Minifter is 


of his Time to Reading, 


People, but principally on the People; except in extraordinary and difficult Caſes.) 
plaint, that Miniſters are not frequent enough in their Viſits, (and there may be: 
ing, are, in general, leaſt deſirous of miniſterial Viſits ;) not conſidering, that it is. 
bis Mouth. © And how much more convenient and eaſy is it, for an whole Con- 


Duties; they who are ſeriouſly concern'd about the World to come, and deſiro us 


and this would be very grateful. and acceptable to every faithful Miniſter, and 
would add freſh Life, Vigour, and Encouragement to him in his Labours: And. 


acceptable Offering to God, and you ſhall not loſe your Reward, It is highly. 


a a> A 
* 1 "Td 0 3 
F 4, * 7 9 3 * 
» 2 8 


Lp 


Men, but dire. repugnant to ſundry plaid Texts. 
threm we hope better Things of you, though we thus ſpeak; yea, you have mad 
it manifeſt, by your Practice, that you are better principled- Thongh your Ability 


| 75 7 8 FX: * N : g | : 
ts of holy Scripture: 4] But Bre 


tions; yet we hope you will perſevere and continue to exert yourſelves, as far as 


equal Proportion, for the Support of the Goſpel. If ſome will not do their Pro- 
portion, others muſt exceed; and if you act from a good Principle, it will be an 


reaſonable, that thoſe who ſtatedly labour among you in the Goſpel, and ſow; to 


obliged, by his Office, to give himſelf wholly to his Work; to devote the Subſtance 
| Meditation and Prayer, with other Duties of the Miniftry 
And a Biſhop muſt be given to Hoſpitality. F But how can he diſcharge theſe Duties, 
unleſs his People give him a comfortable and decent Support? The Nature of the: 
Duty of a Goſpel-Minifter, teaches the Obligations his People are under, to pro- 
vide for his comfortable Maintenance: This is not meerly an Act of Charity, but: 
what they are bound to, by the Law of God, and they who are delinquent,” rod: 
God in Tythes and Offerings. | © > e ee e AROTIOOSET. 2r2m0h 
It is your Duty to contribute to the Comfort and Encouragement of your. Miniſter 
by chriſtian and friendly Viſits. This is a Duty incumbent both on Miniſters and 


If any be ſick, let them ſend for the Elders of the Church. & It is a common Com- 
too much Ground for the Complaint, but thoſe who are moſt forward in complain- 
their Duty chiefly to viſit their Miniſter, and to converſe freely wich him about 
their ſpiritual Concerns : both Scripture and Reaſon teach this to be the Duty of a 
People; For the Priaſt's Lips ſhould keep Knowledge, and they ſhould ſeek the Lan at 


gregation to viſit their Miniſter, than for him to viſit every particular Perſon? This 
would ordinarily take up ſuch a great Part of his Time, as to interfere with other 


to converſe about the everlaſting Concerns of their Souls, will Feadily. repair to 
their Miniſter, to whom they ſhould freely communicate their ſpiritual Concerns z.. 


thoſe Viſits ſhould be ordinarily of this Kind, and with this View. While you 
remember, that it is yovr Duty, frequently to viſit your Miniſter, you ſhould take 

Care, that you don't burden him with unneceſſary, tedious, and frivolous Viſits Z* 

ſo as to cauſe him a fruitleſs Expence of his precious Time: His Calling and Office 

oblige him to be much in Study and Retirement, that he may fulfil the Miniſtry” 

that he has receiv'd of the Lord, and exerciſe the Gift that is in him, and bring 
out of his Treaſure Things new and old *: Your Viſits then ſhould be always-withs 
religious Views; either to get good, or to do good; to encourageiand comfort your; 
Miniſter, by maniteſting your hearty Regard to Religion, in ſecking his Help and 
Direction for the Good of your Souls; or to be helpful to. him in his great Work, 
and in Things that are for his temporal Comfort and Support. How happy and 


beautiful wonld ſuch a Temper and Practice be, if it generally prevail'd among: 


Tim. iii. 2. || Mal.-iji. 8. 5 Famcs v. 14. J Mal. ii. 7. * 


S 


. "9 


People ! 


+ 1 Corinth. ix. 6,----14. Gal. vi. 6,--+8.' 1 Tim. v. 17,18. Lnke X. N. 1 
1%. iv. 17. 2 Tim. 
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1 6. Math, xui. 52. 
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Feople ! but the n chat man discover 10 — 22 


about their Souls, manifeſts that they have no fires or Notions: of 
Viſies, but for a meer Compliment. 


Again, you ſhou'd —— your Miniſter in your Prayers.) The Work of the | 
KMinittry, is an hard and difficult Work: How importunate then ſhould you be at 
the Throne of Grace, that your Miniſter may have the Divine homo on 


Affiſtance ; that a Door of Utterance + and ſpiritual Freedom may be giyen k 
that he may be enabled to preach the Word in Demaſtration of uh Ppirit an 
evith Power ; I and that his Labours may be accompanied with a. Bleſſing, for the 
| eſſectual and ſaving Benefit of many? The inſpir'd Apoſtle expreſſes his Defire of 
- — the united Prayers of his Hearers, in the Language of an earneſt: Supplicant ; 
| Now I leſeecb you, Brethren, for the Lord Feſus Chriſt's Sake, and for the Love of 
abe Spirit, that ye firicve together in your Prayers to Gad for me. F And let me addreſs 
and beſeech you, in the Language of the ſame Apoſtle, Brethren prey for ut; ; 0 

pray in your Families, and bow the Knee in ſecret before God, for us. 
Again, I would charge and exhort you, that you give your conſtant, ſerious, 
and devout Attendance on the publick Worſhip of God, and ſubmit to the Govern- 
ment. and Dilcipline of his Houſe ; eſteem it a Privilege, and rejoice when you 


have Opportunity, 70 go up fe the Houſe of Cod; Let the Tabernacles of the Lord af 


4; s be amiable, and the Gates of Zion beautiful + in your Eyes; rejoice at the 


attending publick Worſhip, and bearing the Word; attend on the Miniſtry of 


whe Word — Goſpel - Ordinances, with ſerious and ſpiritual Devotion; —— toi 


the Miniſterial Inſtructions of your Paſtor, as your ſpiritual Guide; Obey ther _ 
Baue the Rule over you, and ſubmit yourſelves '; ; far they watch for your Souls, 


they that muſt give Account; that they may do it with Foy and not with Grief. 4 
Submit to that ſpiritual Government, which Chrift hath appointed in his Church; 


and ſeriouſly attend all Goſpel- Diſpenſations and Ordinances : And when you 


hear the Words of God preach'd, take Heed how you hear; I bear it as the Word 
of God, and not as the Word of Men; * hear it with diligent Attention and Self- 
application with an hearty Concern, that it may enlighten your Underſtandings, 


and affect your Hearts; ſo that it may be the Means of making you wiſer and 


better: Take Heed, that you are not diſturb'd or offended at the Word, becauſe 
it ſtrikes at your deloved Luſts, or contradicts and detects your favourite Principles 
and fond Opinions; but give yourſelves Time, impartially and calmly, to examine 
What you hear; you are not obliged, to receive every Thing you hear from the 
Pulpit, with a blind and implicit Faith; but you ſhould, like the noble Bereazs, 
receive the Word auith all Readineſs of Mind, uk Jearch thes criptures daily, whether © 
theſe Things are ſo : f remember, it is at your Peril that you reject or diſlike any 


Thing, that is agreeable to the Divine Word. 
Again, I would recommend to you, and earneſtly beſeech you, to ſtudy the 


Things that tend to Peace; labour for Peace and Unanimity among yourſelves ; 
maintain the Unity of the Spirit in the Bond of Peace; I ſtudy the Peace of the 
Church of Chriſt in general, and of this Church and Companion (of which you 


are Members) in particular ; Pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem, that Peace may be 


wwithiz her Walls, and Profperi ty within ber Palaces. || Shun and avoid all ſeparate” 


Principles and Practices. We can't but commend you, for the Peace and good 
Order you have maintain'd, during your broken and unſettled State. We would 


animate you, to perſevere in the Faith and Order of the Goſpel ; abide. by 7he 
Footſteps 


+ Col, i 3. 1 Corinth. 14. & Rom. xv. 30. 1.1 Tief v. 25. J. Thal. 


Ixxxiv. 1.. © Hab. * 


1 Erb. iv. 3. I P/al 
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xii. 7. 
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proach and Return of every Sabbath, and all other convenient Opportunities 


17. T Luke. vil. 38, E 8 11. 
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kearken to no Temptations that may lead you aſtray 3 


7 — 


5 i. but their caun Belly; and by goed Words and fair Speeches, deceizge , the Hearts of the 


ſo ofeg forbidden, an Pipe, Strife, Emulation and Contentions ee fol; 


Concern, that the Means of Grace be ſavingly applied. to you, ſo as to be a 
Savicur of Life unto Life. „„ ä VEE 
Are there not many of you, who have no ſufficient Reaſon to : conclude, that 
the Means of Grace' have been thus applied to you, for your thorough and ſaving: 
Cenverſion ? But you are yet in a State of Ker amis and Guilt, We pity you, 
and carneſtly beſeech you, to conſider your Miſery and Danger. What an awful 
Account will you havE to render at the Diy of Judgment, if you die in your Sins! 
How many ſolemn Warnings, e {nvitations have you had, by a preach'd 
Goſpel ! And ſhall all theſe be Labour beflowed on you i wain + ? Mutt all theſe 
precious Opportunities, and gracious.Diſpenſations-riſe- up in Judgment againſt 
you, in the laſt Day; when Chriſt ſhall appear in faming, Fire to take Vengeance 
cn them that know not God, and ebey not the Goſpel ?:|| Yea, I aſſure you, if you 
finally perſiſt, in hardening your Hearts agaiaft Chriſt, and refuſing a Compliance 
with the Goſpel ; all the Sermons you have ever heard from thoſe that are now - 
dead and gone, and from thoſe that; are now living, and all that you ever ſhall 
| 7 NY hear, 
Cant. i. 8. J Matb. vii 15. J Rom. xiv. 19. +1 T. v. 12, 13. f Rom, 
H. 16. * Luke xvi- 2, f Cal. iv. 11. 2 75%. i. 8. = | 
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Brethren, While yo dhankfally temember God's diſfinguiſfrin 
y to you, be earneſt in Prayer, thine the ſame Blefings'm2y 
- ſerr'd on others; that the 'Goſpel-Miniftrty among you, may be tho Mews: af 
pack many to Righteouſneſs; that your Miniſter | may have many Seals: hi, 
as Crowns of "his Rejoicing in the Day of brit f My Brethren, trire to 
; feed on the fircere vlt of the Mori, t and Ordinances; lab 
a ion, by a Converſation as becomes the Gifdel ;| Serive to ekecel 
Hum ility, —— Nes, and OCondeſcention, one to 5 alk together - 14 
| 2 25 0 euer in the Kingdom and Patience 0 


4 Fiaally Brethren, 
7 , y 9; perfect, be of good Comfort, be of one 2 8 ee Hiace, 22 the 
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